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Doing research with children
This document is to assist researchers who propose to use child participants in their research.



· As per the Human Ethics Guidelines for research with children under the age of 16 there should be an information sheet and consent form for their parent/guardian and there should be no payments, gifts or inducements to children under 16 years without prior approval by their parent/guardian.

· Wherever possible, children should be provided with their own information sheet using suitable language.

· An appropriate mechanism of gaining consent or assent from the children must be detailed in your ethics application. If the children are mature enough to provide consent this can be done in conjunction with permission from a parent/guardian.  For younger children, agreement to participate could be gained by signing an age appropriate assent form or for younger children the project may be explained to them and they complete a form as below. 

· As per the Vulnerable Children Act 2014 you may be required to undertake a safety check if you will be having regular unsupervised contact with children. 

· If there will be multiple meetings with a child, another responsible adult should be present at each meeting if possible.

· Where there will be group observation/discussion with children, details of how children who do not have/give consent to participate will be managed during the research project should be included in the ethics application.

· If images of children are being recorded (either still or video) this needs to be explicitly described in the information sheet along with detailed information on how these will be stored, accessed and published.
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[Note this example form wouldn’t be appropriate for older children who would be able to read]
Consent form for the child/children


I am happy for [add name] to [description of activity] and record some of it.


Child’s name:


(Circle/colour appropriate face)
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