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CREW 255 WRITING FOR THE YOUNG WORKSHOP  
HE TUHINGA MĀ NGĀ TAMARIKI – (20 points) 

 

This is a workshop course in writing for the young, which also requires you to read 
and think about literature for children and young adults. You will produce a folio that 
contains at least two pieces; usually one finished story and the beginning of a novel.  
 
During the first few weeks you will complete exercises designed to encourage you to 
explore different writing styles and voices, and to unleash your imagination. The 
class will consider aspects of the craft of writing, as well as ideas about childhood 
and the teenage years, about the power and purpose of story, and the limits – if any 
– of what’s possible when writing for children and young adults. 
 
The exercises will be workshopped in class, and provide a foundation for the folio 
work, which will also be workshopped. You will find that your inner editor becomes 
honed as the trimester goes on, and that you’re learning as much by reading and 
considering your classmate’s work as you are from the feedback you receive for your 
own work.   
   
Your writing will also be stimulated by visits from guests, which in the past have 
included writers such as Kate de Goldi and Barbara Else; Julia  Marshall, publisher, 
from Gecko Press; and Susan Paris, editor of the School Journal. Some years we 
have also had expeditions out of class time to such places as The Children’s 
Collection at the National Library and The Children’s Bookshop in Kilbirnie.  
 
The workshop is convened by award-winning novelist and playwright Whiti Hereaka. 
Whiti is a graduate of the International Institute of Modern Letters MA in Creative 
Writing (Scriptwriting, 2002) and writes for both children and adults across media. 
Her adult fiction includes a novel, The Graphologist’s Apprentice and she is the co-
editor of Pūrākau an anthology of Māori myths re-told by contemporary Māori writers. 

Her books for young adults include the time-slip novel Legacy, a novel about the 
Māori Contingent in WWI, and the acclaimed novel Bugs. She has also written 
stories for the School Journal, and is a script writer for Pukeko Pictures’ animated TV 
series The Kiddets. She has mentored emerging Māori writers for Te Papa Tupu — 
an incubator programme run by the Māori Literature Trust.  
           
Whiti Hereaka writes: ‘Writing for the young is a great challenge for the writer — 
young readers are amongst the most discerning; they see right through pretence. 
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Writing for the young is also rewarding for the writer — young readers are passionate 
about the works that they love. 

This course encourages you to write engaging work for young readers — work rooted 
in their life experiences not from the misty nostalgia about that time in our own lives.  

We’ll work hard over the course to hone your writing in a workshop setting, I’m a firm 
believer in the adage that the real work of writing is in re-writing. And of course we’ll 
have fun doing it (and snacks — there will be snacks!)’ 

* * *
How to Enrol 
Enrolment in CREW 255 is limited to 12 students.  The prerequisite is 40 points and 
an appropriate standard in written composition.  Because of demand for places, 
however, the quality of the writing sample which accompanies applications is critical 
in deciding admissions. 

Application and enrolment: must be lodged online. Go to this link: 
https://enrol.wgtn.ac.nz/. 
Prospective applicants are recommended to visit the How to Apply page of the 
website. Go to www.victoria.ac.nz/modernletters for more details. 

Workshops 
Where:   at the IIML, 16 Waiteata Road, Kelburn Campus 
When:    Trimester 1, Fridays 10am – 1pm 

Assessment 
The course is assessed by a folio of writing submitted immediately after the final 
workshop.  Folios are examined on a pass/fail basis by the Course Convenor and one 
external reader. 

Reading 
There will normally be a Course Reader which will be available from the IIML just 
prior to commencement of the course. The Course Convenor may also make reading 
suggestions based on your individual project. There are also two books which will 
give you some idea of what to expect from our workshops as well as providing 
resources for developing your work. Mutes & Earthquakes brings together essays 
and creative work from a wide range of writers who have connections with the IIML. 
More recently, The Exercise Book presents favourite writing exercises across a 
variety of genres, including poetry, prose and scriptwriting.  

Please note that our workshops are not a classroom version of a writing manual: we 
do not teach a specific set of predetermined skills. Our aim is to develop the 
imaginative capacity and individual literary skills of emerging writers in a stimulating 
workshop environment.  
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