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Collected Papers by the Right Honourable Sir Ivor Richardson  
Part XI Law Reform  
 
The Richardson Series collects the papers of the Right Honourable Sir Ivor Richardson, Distinguished 
Fellow of the Victoria University of Wellington Law Faculty. The Faculty gratefully acknowledges the 
sponsorship of the New Zealand Branch of the International Fiscal Association, whose generosity funds the 
Richardson Series. 
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"Anthony Angelo and Law Reform in Mauritius"   
“Anthony Angelo and Law Reform in Mauritius” (2009) 39 VUWLR 547. 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 51 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

This article discusses the role that Anthony Angelo had in the review and reform of law in Mauritius. Sir 
Ivor approaches this through the lens of his own experience of income tax reform in this project. He 
focuses in particular on issues concerning legislative drafting and policy development, as these were 
questions that Anthony Angelo had to explore as he undertook the law reform of Mauritius.  

"Advising on Overseas Law Reform"   
Victoria University of Wellington Law Review, Vol. 9, pp. 385, 1978. 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 52 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

In this paper Sir Ivor Richardson discusses the role and possible methods of work of lawyers assigned to 
law reform tasks outside their home jurisdictions. In particular, he relates his comments to his own 
experience in preparing fiscal and banking legislation for Mauritius, Tonga and Western Samoa.  

"Private Acts of Parliament"   
“Private Acts of Parliament” (2010) 41 VUWLR 653. 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 53 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

The article explains the role that Private Acts of Parliament have played and still play. It does so by 
recounting their historical development and then discussing some 70 Bills and their progress through the 
Parliamentary processes. The narrative follows a broad subject-matter classification of Private Bills which 
are promoted by private individuals, local institutions, companies, particular charities, associations and 
other corporate bodies for their own benefit, whereas Public Bills and Local Bills are directed to the 
functioning of Central Government and Local Government respectively.  

"Atomic Energy and the Law"   
New Zealand Law Journal, Vol. 33, No. 9, pp. 133-137, May 1957 
The Tenth Dominion Legal Conference, 1957 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 54  

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

This article examines the use of atomic energy and the legal issues that arise from it. It suggests that the law 
as it was in 1957 was not adequate to address the issues arising from the development of industries 
producing or utilizing atomic energy. The article looks at tort liability, workers' compensation, health and 
safety of the public, working conditions and the protection of rivers and airspace from pollution. It also 
examines the impact of regulations and the role for insurance in this area.  

"F W Guest Memorial Lecture 1989: Commissions of Inquiry"   
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7 Otago Law Review No. 1, 1989 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 55 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

Commissions of inquiry have long been a part of the machinery of government. In this lecture Sir Ivor 
examines the process of commissions of inquiry and their investigations. The lecture identifies the various 
forms of inquiry, their purpose (whether advisory or investigative), and explains their close relationship 
with the courts. Sir Ivor then turns to discuss his experience of inquiry processes in chairing three 
governmental inquiries: the Committee of Inquiry into Inflation Accounting, the Committee of Inquiry into 
Solicitors Nominee Companies, and the Royal Commission on Social Policy.  
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About this eJournal 

The Victoria University of Wellington was founded in 1899 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of 
Queen Victoria of Great Britain and of the then British Empire. Law teaching started in 1900. The Law 
Faculty was formally constituted in 1907. The first dean was Richard Maclaurin (1870-1920), an eminent 
scholar of both law and mathematics. Maclaurin went on to lead the Massachussetts Institute of Technology 
as President in its formative years. Early professors included Sir John Salmond (1862-1924), still one of the 
Common Law's leading scholars. His texts on jurisprudence and torts have gone through many editions and 
remain in print.  
 
Alumni include Sir Robin Cooke (1926-2006), one of the leading judges of the British Commonwealth. As 
Baron Cooke of Thorndon, he sat on over 100 appeals to the Judicial Committee of the House of Lords, one 
of very few Commonwealth judges ever appointed to do so.  
 
Since 1996 the Law School has occupied the Old Government Building in central Wellington. Designed by 
William Clayton and opened in 1876 to house New Zealand's then civil service, the building is a 
particularly fine example of Italianate neo-Renaissance style. Unusually among large colonial official 
buildings of the time it is constructed of wood, apart from chimneys and vaults.  
 
The School is close to New Zealand's Parliament, courts, and the headquarters of government departments. 
Throughout Victoria's history, our law teachers have contributed actively to policy formation and to law 
reform. As a result, in addition to many scholarly articles and books, the Victoria SSRN pages include a 
number of official reports.  
 
Victoria graduates approximately 230 LLB and LLB(Hons) students each year, and about 60 LLM 
students. The faculty has an increasing number of doctoral students. Ordinarily there are ten to twelve 
students engaged in PhD research.  
 
Victoria University observes the British system of academic ranks. In North American terms, lecturers and 
senior lecturers are tenured doctrinal scholars, not legal writing teachers. A senior lecturer corresponds 
approximately to a North American associate professor in rank.  

Submissions 

To submit your research to SSRN, sign in to the SSRN User HeadQuarters, click the My Papers link on left 
menu and then the Start New Submission button at top of page.  
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