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IMPORTANT NOTICE: Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University 
of Wellington uses all reasonable skill and care to ensure the 
information contained in this document is accurate at the time 
of being made available. However, matters covered by this 
document are subject to change due to a continuous process 
of review, and to unanticipated circumstances including those 
caused by COVID-19. The University therefore reserves the 
right to make any changes without notice. So far as the law 
permits, the University accepts no responsibility for any loss 
suffered by any person due to reliance (either whole or in part) 
on the information contained in this document, whether direct or 
indirect, and whether foreseeable or not.

Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University 
of Wellington has been awarded an 
overall five-stars-plus rating in the  
QS Stars university rating system, one 
of only 17 universities worldwide to 
do so. The University gained a total 

score of 966 out of a possible 1,000 points across eight audited 
categories, including maximum points for the employability and 
inclusiveness categories. Maximum points were awarded for 25 of 
the more than 30 indicators, including overall student satisfaction; 
further study; graduate employment rate; international diversity, 
support, and collaborations; academic reputation; satisfaction 
with teaching; campus facilities; accreditations; art and cultural 
investment and facilities; disabled access; scholarships and 
bursaries; low-income outreach; and student cohort diversity.

In 2022, Te Herenga 
Waka—Victoria University 
of Wellington marked an 
important milestone:  
125 years since our university  
was founded. Go to  
www.wgtn.ac.nz/125-years  
to find out more.

“Continuous education is part  
and parcel of law. Studying at  
Te Kauhanganui Tātai Ture— 
Faculty of Law enhanced my  
potential for lifelong learning: it 
changed the way I consume and 
process information, made critical 
thinking a habit, and honed my  
oral and written communication. 
These are key transferable skills 
and vital to everyday living. The 
stimulating classroom discussions 
and seminars kindled in me a thirst 
for knowledge and an enthusiasm 
for exposing myself to new ideas—
something that I will carry with me  
for life.”

Prakriti Bhatt  
PhD candidate



WELCOME
When you choose postgraduate study at Te Kauhanganui 
Tātai Ture—Faculty of Law at Te Herenga Waka—Victoria 
University of Wellington, it will open up a world of 
opportunities. It will allow you to pursue your interests under 
the guidance of internationally renowned academics and 
leading legal practitioners and to perfect your expertise 
in cutting-edge legal issues. You will gain an advanced 
qualification from one of the world’s top 100 law schools, 
giving you an edge in obtaining the career you want. You will 
become part of an exceptional community of scholars—a 
network that begins in New Zealand’s legal and political heart 
and extends across the globe.

Our postgraduate programmes offer flexible, relevant options 
to keep you at the forefront of the international legal stage 
and we continue to shape both the content and structure of 
our programme to reflect the latest legal developments and 
the evolving needs of the profession. We also offer career 
advice and support and host a range of events such as 
employer presentations, expos, and networking opportunities. 

As a capital-city law school located in the parliamentary and 
courts precinct, we are in the privileged position of being 
an unrivalled hub of discussion and debate for scholars, 
judges, practitioners, policymakers, and public servants who 
contribute to the analysis, development, and application of 
law in Aotearoa New Zealand and overseas. 

We encourage you to become part of this conversation 
through the programmes and courses we have to offer, and 
we look forward to welcoming you in 2023. 

Professor Petra Butler
Acting Dean  
Te Kauhanganui Tātai Ture—Faculty of Law

Te Herenga Waka—Victoria 
University of Wellington’s Faculty 
of Law is frequently ranked among 
the top 100 law schools in the world, 
confirming our position as one of  
the absolute best places in the 
world to study Law.

We are ranked first in New Zealand 
for research quality, according to  
the Tertiary Education Commission’s  
Performance-Based Research Fund 
(PBRF) Quality Evaluation.
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From assessment-free short courses for busy 
professionals to advanced degrees of international 
reputation, we offer a range of flexible, relevant options 
designed to suit you.

Our courses reflect our capital-city status and research 
strengths in criminal law, Indigenous law, intellectual 
property, international law, public law, and regulation.

Opt to build your cross-disciplinary knowledge in subjects 
such as Criminology, Economics, International Relations, or 
Public Policy. Incorporate non-Law postgraduate courses 
into your degree. 

See page 4 for more information. For course options,  
go to our website. 

  www.wgtn.ac.nz/course-finder



Title Overview Details 

Graduate 
Certificate in 
Law (GCertLaw)  
60 points 

Full time: 1 trimester.  
Part time: up to 2 years. 
 A flexible programme that enables you  

to build your legal skills or focus on a  
new specialisation. 

 There is a range of options to suit legal 
professionals, graduates from different 
backgrounds, or legal practitioners  
from overseas. 

 The 60-point GCertLaw allows you to study at 
undergraduate and/or postgraduate level from a 
choice of 300- to 500-level LAWS courses. 

 If you do not graduate with the GCertLaw, 500-level 
courses may be credited to an LLM. 

Master of  
Laws (LLM)  
120 points 

Full time: 1 year.  
Part time: up to 3 years. 
 An internationally relevant postgraduate 

qualification offering an impressive breadth 
of content and experience, with original 
research as a strong element. 

 A flexible programme to suit law 
professionals juggling work, study, and 
professional development. 

 May be completed by coursework, a 
combination of dissertation and coursework, 
a research portfolio, or thesis. 

 LAWS 581 Advanced Legal Study  
(10 points) is a compulsory course for the 
LLM. This covers research methodologies, 
legal theories, and basic skills required for 
successful postgraduate study in law. 

 Acceptance into the LLM programme is 
at the discretion of the Faculty of Law’s 
director of postgraduate studies, and 
normally requires a Bachelor of Laws 
(LLB) or Bachelor of Laws with Honours 
(LLB(Hons)) with at least a B average. 

Master of Laws by coursework 
 You can tailor a programme of seminars or short 

courses to suit your needs. 
 You’ll take 120 points at 500 level (plus LAWS 581). 
 Up to 40 points may be substituted from an LLM 

programme from another approved university, or  
from equivalent non-Law postgraduate courses at  
Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington. 

Master of Laws by dissertation and coursework 
 You can incorporate an in-depth piece of research  

into your studies, with a 35,000-word dissertation  
(LAWS 592) that accounts for 90 of the 120 points. 

 As well as LAWS 581, 20 points can be selected  
from 500-level Law courses. 

Master of Laws by thesis 
 Enables you to research in depth a legal topic  

of interest, undertaking a 50,000-word,  
120-point thesis. 

 LAWS 581 is a required course for the LLM by thesis. 
Master of Laws by research portfolio 
 This flexible combination of integrated research 

and coursework includes two separate, but related, 
pieces of research (each of 12,000 words), which 
are established and justified in a 2,500-word linking 
paper (LAWS 593). 

 As well as LAWS 581, 20 points can be selected from 
500-level Law courses. 

Master of 
International 
Trade (MInTr) 
180 points

Full time: 1 year.  
Part time: up to 3 years. 
 The degree is made up of four core courses 

totalling 120 points, and further courses 
totalling 60 points. 

 The centre of the multidisciplinary 
programme is ITRA 501 Multidisciplinary 
Approaches to International Trade. This 
course includes content from several 
disciplines, including Development Studies, 
Economics, International Relations, Law,  
and Māori Studies. 

You’ll learn through lectures, seminars, class discussion, 
and meetings with course teachers and the programme 
director, and through your own independent study  
and research.

Doctor of 
Philosophy  
in Law (PhD) 

Full time: 3–4 years.  
Part time: 6–7 years. 
 Doctoral study is the highest level of 

qualification offered by the Faculty of Law, 
and is suitable for candidates who want to 
undertake advanced and original research. 

 As New Zealand’s top-ranked law school 
for research, we offer excellent facilities 
and guidance by scholars of national and 
international standing. 

PhD students undertake a thesis demonstrating  
original and independent research conducted under 
supervision, with a maximum length of 100,000 words. 

PROGRAMME OPTIONS
QUALIFICATIONS
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INDIVIDUAL COURSES
Title Overview Details 

Certificate of 
Proficiency 

 Perfect if you wish to take a stand-alone 
postgraduate course that is not credited 
towards a qualification. 

 If you decide later to pursue an LLM  
or a GCertLaw, you can credit courses 
towards either. 

 Individual 500-level LAWS courses can be taken 
throughout the year, under the University’s 
Certificate of Proficiency enrolment option. 

 Not available to international students. 

Assessment-free 
courses for 
professional 
development 

 We offer time-strapped professionals  
the opportunity to access relevant,  
thought-provoking research and  
expertise without the added workload  
of assessments. 

 This means a reduced fee that will fit into 
most professional development budgets, 
and a reduced time commitment. 

 Students can attend and participate in selected  
300- and 500-level LAWS courses without 
completing assessments. 

 Enrolment in this capacity cannot be applied to  
a formal qualification. 

COURSE DELIVERY AND 
ASSESSMENT
Our postgraduate (500-level) Law courses vary from  
year to year and are designed to enhance your understanding 
of a broad range of current and emerging issues in law. They 
offer a flexible approach to study and include relevant career 
development opportunities for working professionals.

These courses aim to hone areas of specialisation by allowing 
you time and space to reflect on the broader significance  
of your experiences as a scholar or practitioner in law, 
business, or policy. They also provide an opportunity to  
meet like-minded individuals sharing your specialist areas  
of interest.

Our courses meet the requirements of the New Zealand Law 
Society’s Continuing Professional Development programme.

TEACHING AND 
ASSESSMENT
Our courses incorporate a range of teaching and  
assessment methods. For detailed information about  
what to expect in a specific course, go to our website. 

   www.wgtn.ac.nz/course-finder

Examples of teaching methods
 Taught: Concentrated learning based on  

a syllabus set by the course lecturer. Lecturer-led 
instruction, along with class discussion and  
other activities.

 Seminar: Strong research focus, with significant  
time dedicated to the presentation and  
discussion of research papers by students,  
alongside instruction, facilitated discussions,  
and other activities.

Examples of assessment methods
 Research paper: The major form of assessment  

is a research paper, normally 7,500 words  
(for 20-point courses, held over one trimester) or  
15,000 words (for 40-point courses, held over  
two trimesters).

 Take-home exam: This is the major form  
of assessment.

 Mixed: Assessment is split between the above. 

 Other shorter tasks are likely to be required.



Course Description Coordinator 

Trimester 1

LAWS 432/532 
Private Legal Theory 
20 points

What is private law, how is it different from public law (if at all),  
and why does it matter? In this course, we read, discuss, and then 
write about private law’s role in our legal system. The first part of  
the course will focus on reading representative works from the  
past 150 years about the contract, torts, unjust enrichment and 
property. In the second half of the course, students will consider 
how the work of a particular author or authors might help improve 
understanding of current doctrinal or policy debates. There  
will also be space to think how private law theory might fit in with 
the developing place of tikanga in our legal system.

Professor Geoff McLay

LAWS 433/533 
Regulating Labour  
and Work
20 points

This course will examine examples of how the law regulates labour 
markets and working conditions domestically and internationally;  
for example, access to labour markets, the use of labour in supply 
chains, the establishment and enforcement of working conditions, 
and security of employment for workers obliged to provide personal 
service whether or not as an employee.

Professor Gordon 
Anderson

LAWS 435/535
Consumer Law
20 points

This course explores key issues in consumer law. It examines the 
difficulties faced by consumers both in the marketplace and the 
legal system. It also considers the legal challenges posed by the 
impact of technology on commerce. The starting point is to identify 
where consumers might be vulnerable and to consider the various 
legal approaches that can be taken to improve consumer welfare. 
Many areas of consumer vulnerability are due to an inequality in 
bargaining power between consumers and suppliers or 
manufacturers. Other areas of vulnerability are due to a consumer’s 
own ‘poor’ choices and the protective laws are paternalistic (for 
example, laws regulating tobacco and alcohol use). Students are 
encouraged to formulate arguments about whether, and to what 
extent, it is legitimate for the law to intervene in the free market.

Associate Professor  
Kate Tokeley

LAWS 439/539
Comparative Criminal 
Justice
20 points

This course will allow students to develop an appreciation for the 
global and comparative context of criminal law and justice and an 
understanding of the various interpretations of, and responses to, 
crime. In doing so, we will make comparisons across time and place.

Professor Jon Gould 
(Dean, University of 
California, Irvine, School 
of Social Ecology)

LAWS 441/541
Public Law
20 points

This course allows students to explore a range of issues relating to 
the state and its institutions, the allocation and exercising of public 
power, and accountability for the exercise of that power. The main 
goal of the course is the production of a high-quality research  
paper addressing a particular issue in public law. The topic for the 
research paper may fall within the traditional and broad ambit of 
constitutional or administrative law or may focus on particular 
spheres of public law such as the Treaty of Waitangi, Bill of Rights, 
public regulation and accountability, or local government.

Associate Professor 
Dean Knight

LAWS 446/546 
The Legal World of  
Small States
20 points

Small states make up the majority of United Nations member states.  
Small states are incredibly diverse, with greatly varying sizes, 
populations, economies, natural resources, and vulnerabilities. The 
unofficial category of ‘small states’ (fewer than 1.5 million citizens) 
includes some of the most and least developed nations in the world, 
resource-rich and resource-scarce countries, and both island and 
landlocked states. Given this, the priorities and perspectives of small 
states can be as diverse as their characteristics. However, they are 
united in facing the same challenges due to their size. Legal 
solutions have to reflect the uniqueness of small states but at the 
same time connect them and make them globally competitive.  
This course will be delivered as a block course in March 2023.

Professor Petra Butler,
Dr Mele Tupou Vaitohi 

2023 COURSES
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Course Description Coordinator 

LAWS 447/547 
Financial Markets 
Regulation
20 points

This course looks at current issues in financial markets regulation.  
It will start by providing an understanding of the regulation of 
securities and financial products and markets by considering the 
institutions and context in which the markets operate.

Victoria Stace

LAWS 504 
International Trade 
Law
30 points

The course will provide a comprehensive overview and in-depth 
discussion of the international trade legal regime, based on the 
system of the World Trade Organization. The course enables 
students to gain a thorough understanding of not only the core 
fundamentals of the system but also their application in business, 
industry, negotiation, and litigation, particularly in light of 
contemporary societal concerns such as climate change, 
sustainability, and Indigenous preservation.

Associate Professor 
Meredith Lewis

LAWS 581 
Advanced Legal Study
10 points

Research methodologies, legal theories, and basic skills required  
for successful postgraduate study in Law.

Professor Catherine 
Iorns Magallanes

Trimesters 1 and 2

ITRA 501 
Multidisciplinary 
International Trade
30 points

Students will study international trade from multiple disciplines and 
cultural perspectives, including development studies, economics,  
international relations, law, Māori studies, and the political economy. 
The course will cover key economic models and conceptual 
frameworks of international trade; cross-border legal regulation, 
including treaty making, standard setting, adjudication, and 
administrative action; the relationship between international trade 
and development; political economy with an Asia–Pacific focus; and 
a variety of perspectives from those involved in international trade, 
including Māori.

Professor Susy Frankel, 
Associate Professor 
Meredith Lewis,  
Dr Michelle Zang

LAWS 520 
Law and Disobedience
40 points

From climate change protests to the recent demonstrations against 
COVID-19 restrictions, individuals have engaged in different types  
of illegal acts. Are those acts not only illegal, but also ‘wrong’? In 
other words, when are we morally justified to disobey the law?  
This course will investigate possible answers to that question.  
We will proceed in three stages. First, we will examine the ways in 
which legal theorists and political philosophers have dealt with the 
more general problem of law’s authority. Second, we will focus on 
different arguments (by both academics and activists) about the 
possible justification(s) of civil disobedience. Finally, we will consider 
several case studies in light of the previously discussed materials. 
Seminar and research papers will focus on a particular theoretical 
issue related to the course’s topic or on the application of some  
of the theories and ideas studied in class to a hypothetical or  
real-life scenario.

Professor Joel  
Colón-Ríos

LAWS 521  
Organisational Law: 
Corporations, Trusts, 
Fiduciary Relationships
40 points

The law provides several legal entities and relationships that allow 
persons to structure their business, non-profit, and domestic  
affairs. Although often theorised as a series of default standard-form 
contracts, they each have distinctive non-contractual features.  
This course will consider organisational law from doctrinal, historical, 
and theoretical perspectives, as well as considering how they might 
be reframed to fit the twenty-first century, including reference to 
developing crises of the environment, social inequality, and 
technological change.

Dr Mark Bennett

LAWS 526 
Legislation
40 points

This is a course about the interaction of law and policy—how policy 
shapes what the law becomes, and how the law and its values might 
shape policy development. The course is about using lawyers’ 
knowledge and skill to change both the law and, through it, the 
world in which we live.

Professor Geoff McLay
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Course Description Coordinator 

Trimester 2

LAWS 431/531 
Indigenous Intellectual 
Property
20 points

This course will explore how law relating to Indigenous intellectual 
property is addressed by international organisations. Examples from 
selected jurisdictions will be used to illustrate issues. Students will 
be encouraged to engage with international and national debate in  
this area.

Hai-Yuean Tualima

LAWS 434/534 
Law, Citizenship  
and Sexuality
20 points

A study of the law as regulator and prescriber of human sexuality. 
The course will include consideration of queer legal theory, and case 
studies where the intersection between law and LGBTQIA+ people 
raises particular issues. Case studies will include immigration law, 
same-sex marriage, and aspects of criminal law.

Dr Eddie Clark 

LAWS 448/548 
Māori and Pacific  
Land Tenure
20 points

This course studies the law relating to Indigenous land tenures in  
New Zealand set in a wider context of the Pacific and Pacific-rim 
jurisdictions. Students will be able to focus on either historical or 
contemporary legal issues and will be encouraged to come to terms 
with developments in New Zealand as aspects of wider trends 
affecting the Pacific region both historically and in the present day. 
The course will not be confined to English-speaking countries but 
will also include Asian jurisdictions such as Taiwan and Malaysia and 
Latin American states including Mexico, Peru, and Chile.

Professor Richard Boast

LAWS 544 
TradeLab Clinic
20 points

TradeLab is a Geneva-based association that provides pro bono 
legal clinics and practice and connects students and experienced 
legal professionals to public officials, small and medium-sized 
enterprises, and civil society to build lasting legal capacity. Our clinic 
is part of the TradeLab global network that offers students the 
opportunity to work together on a specific project of practical 
importance. Students will work in supervised small groups on 
specific projects related to international economic law.

Dr Michelle Zang

LAWS 550 
Internship
20 points

Interns are placed with a law office, court, voluntary organisation, 
government department, or similar agency. They will undertake 
various tasks, including a component of serious legal research.  
The interns are not paid for the work done on placement. This 
internship is currently available only to international students.

Associate Professor  
Kate Tokeley

LAWS 581 
Advanced Legal Study
10 points

Research methodologies, legal theories, and basic skills required for 
successful postgraduate study in Law.

Dr Marnie Lloydd

Trimesters 1, 2, and 3

LAWS 582 
Independent Research
30 points

Students will conduct independent research on a topic in their 
chosen field of law, subject to the approval of the director of 
postgraduate studies. The paper’s supervisor will have expertise  
in the subject area of the research. This major piece of writing 
demands significant planning, organisation, and management  
of time.

Professor Alberto Costi

Note: 400-level courses are available only to students enrolled in the LLB(Hons).
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Full time: 1 year (three trimesters)

Part time: 3 years

Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington’s 
180-point Master of International Trade is Australasia’s only 
multidisciplinary degree covering the cultural, economic, 
legal, and political aspects of international trade.

It offers an unrivalled opportunity to learn from the 
University’s experts across business, humanities and social 
sciences, law, and science and to develop networks through 
the University’s links to government and industry.

The Master of International Trade is made up of four core 
courses totalling 120 points and elective courses totalling  
60 points.

The core courses are:

  INTP 441 International Political Economy

 ITRA 501 Multidisciplinary Approaches to    
International Trade

 LAWS 504 International Trade Law

 PECO 526 Economics of International Trade.

Elective courses can be any that are relevant to  
international trade and might include courses from the  
School of Geography, Environment and Earth Sciences or  
Te Kawa a Māui—the School of Māori Studies.

Acceptance into the Master of International Trade  
programme is at the discretion of the programme  
director and normally requires a Bachelor’s degree  
with at least a B average.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/international-trade

General questions, admission, and enrolment information

Postgraduate Administrator 
 +64 4 463 6341 
 law-postgraduate@vuw.ac.nz

Programme Director 
Dr Michelle Zang 
 michelle.zang@vuw.ac.nz

MASTER OF

INTERNATIONAL TRADE



INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS
Our most popular programme among international students 
is the 120-point LLM by coursework, which is normally 
completed within one year over two or three trimesters.

International students seeking admission to the LLM must 
apply through Wellington University International. Information 
about accommodation, the application process, fees, funding 
opportunities, and related matters is on the website.

International students can commence an LLM at the start  
of either Trimester 1 or 2. Students should apply as early  
as possible to allow time to organise a visa and arrange  
travel and accommodation.

SCHOLARSHIPS
All international students can apply for the Faculty of  
Law’s LLM fees scholarship, which contributes $5,000 
towards fees. Other scholarships are also available.

INTERNSHIPS
The LLM internship is a special course for international 
students. It provides them with an unprecedented 
opportunity to experience working in a New Zealand legal 
workplace environment. The Faculty of Law internship 
coordinator works to find each student an individual 
placement that is a good fit for that student’s legal interests. 
Students are placed in private law firms, government 
departments, the courts, community law centres, and other 
suitable organisations.

The internship allows students to participate in a professional 
environment and learn how the legal workplace operates in 
practice. There will be a component of legal/policy research 
and analytical writing. Recent students have interned at the 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment; the Office 
of Film and Literature Classification; the Waitangi Tribunal; 
various community law centres; and leading law firms.

ENGLISH REQUIREMENTS
The Faculty of Law’s requirements in terms of English for 
international postgraduate students are:

  IELTS overall band of 7, including a writing sub-score  
of 7 and no sub-score below 6.5 (or equivalent); or

  TOEFL 100 on the internet-based test with a minimum  
of 25 in writing; or

  a minimum of three ratings of 5 for reading, writing, 
and speaking, and one rating of 4 for listening from 
Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington’s 
English for Academic Purposes programme.

   www.wgtn.ac.nz/international

PRACTISING LAW IN  
NEW ZEALAND
Information about the requirements to practise law in  
New Zealand is available at https://nzcle.org.nz

“Postgraduate study has developed my 
research and my writing, but perhaps, 
more importantly, it has welcomed me 
into a community that cares. People here 
care about the quality of research, care 
about my development as a person, and 
care about broader societal issues. Due to 
this, postgraduate study has developed 
me as a person, has assisted in my 
career, and has allowed me to contribute 
to positive real-world change.”

Kent Newman
Student, Master of Laws
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarship Overview More information 

Domestic and international students

Wellington Master’s by 
Thesis Scholarship 

$15,000 stipend plus a fees waiver equivalent to domestic 
fees. The 90-point LLM Dissertation (LAWS 592) meets the 
University’s definition of a thesis. 

www.wgtn.ac.nz/masters-
by-thesis-scholarship

International students only

Faculty of Law 
International Students  
LLM Fee Scholarship

$5,000 towards fees for students enrolled full time  
for an LLM and who are paying full international fees.  
The scholarship may be granted to students with a good 
academic record who can show financial need. 

www.wgtn.ac.nz/
scholarship-llm

Angelo South Pacific 
Postgraduate 
Educational 
Scholarships 

Payment of fees and a return airfare for third- or fourth-year 
students intending to undertake one trimester at the University 
of the South Pacific and who are undertaking an LLM or a 
postgraduate diploma. 

www.wgtn.ac.nz/south-
pacific-law-scholarship

Tongarewa Scholarship Up to 10 scholarships of $10,000 will be available to both 
undergraduate and postgraduate recipients, and up to nine 
scholarships of $5,000 will be available to postgraduate 
recipients. Scholarships will be paid  
towards fees. 

www.wgtn.ac.nz/tongarewa-
scholarship

For details of other available scholarships, and related information, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/scholarships
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2023 TRIMESTER DATES
Trimester 1: Monday 27 February to Saturday 24 June (classes finish Friday 2 June)

Trimester 2: Monday 10 July to Saturday 4 November (classes finish Friday 13 October)

Trimester 3: Monday 13 November to Saturday 17 February 2024

APPLY AND ENROL
Domestic students

KEY DATES AND 
ENROLMENT INFORMATION

Applications can be submitted online at www.wgtn.ac.nz/apply by the following dates.

Qualification Date

LLM by coursework 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

GCertLaw 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

Certificate of Proficiency 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

LLM by dissertation and coursework 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

LLM by thesis 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

LLM by research portfolio 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

MInTr 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

Assessment-free courses for professional development Go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/wellingtonuni-professional and select 
‘Law’ for a list of courses open to assessment-free 
participants. Subject to availability of spaces, applications 
may be considered up until the course commences. To enrol, 
contact profdev@vuw.ac.nz or call +64 4 463 6556.

International students
Applications are to be submitted by the following dates. For information on how to apply, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/international-apply

Qualification Date

LLM by coursework 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

LLM by thesis 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

LLM by dissertation and coursework 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

LLM by research portfolio 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

GCertLaw 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

MInTr 1 December 2022 to start studying in Trimester 1, 2023

Late applications may be accommodated.

Domestic and international students
PhD
The Wellington Faculty of Graduate Research is the first port of call for all students interested in enrolling in a PhD at  
Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington. For details, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/fgr

Before applying, applicants are welcome to contact prospective supervisors at the Faculty of Law—see inside the back cover 
for names and areas of expertise. 

Applications are to be submitted to the Wellington Faculty of Graduate Research by 1 March, 1 July, or 1 November. 
Late applications may be accommodated—email the postgraduate administrator. 

 law-postgraduate@vuw.ac.nz 
Acceptance into courses is dependent on availability of spaces.
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LEARN FROM THE BEST
At Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington’s Faculty of Law, research supervision at both PhD and Master’s levels is 
second to none. Our faculty members’ areas of interest are listed below. 

More information on thesis supervision is at www.wgtn.ac.nz/law-supervisors

Detailed profiles of faculty members are at www.wgtn.ac.nz/law/staff

Professor Gordon Anderson 
Employment and labour law; 
international labour regulation 

Professor Bill Atkin  
Torts; family law; medico–legal;  
social welfare law

Professor Graeme Austin  
Copyright; trade marks; international 
intellectual property; general civil 
obligations 

Dr Mark Bennett  
General legal philosophy and 
political theory; trusts law; property 
theory; wealth structures and 
avoidance; residential tenancies

Dr Marcin Betkier  
Data privacy; data protection; 
internet law; European law

Professor Richard Boast QC  
Legal history; land law; Māori land 
claims; the Treaty of Waitangi and the 
Waitangi Tribunal; Latin American law

Professor Petra Butler  
Human rights (domestic and 
international); business and human 
rights;  private international law; 
international commercial contracts; 
international dispute resolution; 
German law; unjust enrichment

Dr Eddie Clark  
Public law; administrative law; law and 
democracy; law and sexuality

Professor Joel Colón-Ríos  
Comparative constitutional law; 
constitutional and democratic theory; 
Latin American constitutionalism 

Professor Alberto Costi  
Public international law; law of 
armed conflict; international 
environmental law; comparative law; 
public law

Luke Fitzmaurice
Te Tiriti o Waitangi; family law, child 
protection and children’s rights

 

Professor Susy Frankel International 
intellectual property; copyright; 
patents; trade marks; Indigenous 
peoples’ intellectual property; 
international trade law

Morgan Godfery  
Business entrepreneurship; iwi 
governance structures; Māori 
business law; public law; social 
enterprises

Professor Catherine Iorns Magallanes  
Environmental law; climate change; 
Indigenous rights; statutory 
interpretation 

Associate Professor Dean Knight  
Public law generally (constitutional 
and administrative law, especially 
judicial review); local government 
and democracy

Associate Professor  
Meredith Kolsky Lewis  
International trade law; international 
economic law

Dr Marnie Lloydd  
Citizenship; migration and refugee 
law; ethics and counterterrorism; 
security; international humanitarian 
law; humanitarian law and policy

Dr Bjørn-Oliver Magsig   
Public international law; international 
environmental law; law of the sea; 
law of freshwater resources; climate 
change; natural resources security

Professor Campbell McLachlan QC 
Public and private international law; 
international commercial litigation 
and arbitration

Professor David McLauchlan  
Law of contract

Professor Geoff McLay  
Torts; trusts and equity; law reform; 
legislation

Professor Nicole Moreham  
Law of privacy; breach of confidence; 
media law 

Associate Professor Grant Morris  
Legal history; negotiation and 
mediation; law and literature

Associate Professor  
Joanna Mossop  
Law of the sea; international 
environmental law; Antarctica 

Dr Zoë Prebble  
Criminal law; criminal justice; 
evidence; gendered violence; legal 
ethics; legal philosophy; feminist 
legal theory

Paul Scott  
Competition law; law and economics; 
remedies

Dr Matteo Solinas  
Corporate and financial law; 
comparative law; legal history and 
Italian law

Victoria Stace  
Company law; securities regulation; 
insolvency law; commercial law; 
consumer law; personal property 
securities law

Associate Professor 
Māmari Stephens  
Māori and law; Treaty of Waitangi 
issues; welfare law; law and language; 
social security law; Māori jurisprudence

Professor Yvette Tinsley  
Criminal law; criminal justice; 
evidence 

Associate Professor Kate Tokeley 
Consumer law; medical law

Hai-Yuean Tualima  
Pacific legal systems; customary 
law; Indigenous rights; intellectual 
property; human rights

Dr Mele Tupou Vaitohi 
Public international law; Tongan 
constitutional law

Dr Ruiping Ye  
Land law; comparative law; legal 
history; Chinese law

Dr Michelle Zang   
European constitutional law; European 
external relations; international 
economic/trade/investment law; 
international dispute settlement
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CONTACT US
General questions, admission, and enrolment information

Postgraduate Administrator 
 +64 4 463 6341  
 law-postgraduate@vuw.ac.nz

Postgraduate law and your career; topic development for  
the LLM dissertation, thesis, and research portfolio

Director of Postgraduate Studies 
Professor Alberto Costi 
 alberto.costi@vuw.ac.nz

Programme Director, Master of International Trade 
Dr Michelle Zang 
 michelle.zang@vuw.ac.nz


