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A broad base of knowledge
The Bachelor of Arts (BA) at Te Herenga Waka—Victoria 
University of Wellington is distinctive in New Zealand.  
We intentionally offer extraordinary choice in your first year 
across the humanities and social sciences, languages and 
cultures, and the creative arts, allowing you to discover your 
passions and develop a truly broad base of learning. 

Learn from the best
The University is ranked in the top 1 percent worldwide and 
first in New Zealand for Arts and Humanities by the QS World 
University Rankings, and number one in research quality in 
New Zealand across a broad range of BA subjects by the 
Performance-Based Research Fund. Our staff are nationally 
and internationally renowned scholars who are imaginative and 
passionate teachers. 

Prepare for the future of work
The changing digital environment is also transforming the job 
market. Ensure you can adapt by gaining the skills that are 
valuable in any workplace—develop your creativity, flexibility, 
and imagination, while learning how to think critically and 
present an argument. You’ll also develop research skills and 
learn to communicate complex ideas in both speech  
and writing. 

BACHELOR OF ARTS

The BA is offered through the Wellington Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences; some BA majors are offered by different faculties. See the subject 
blurbs and inside back cover for more information. 

Make career connections
During your degree, you will also have the opportunity to 
enhance your career prospects with a range of curricular and 
extracurricular opportunities. Our location in New Zealand’s 
capital and our connections with Wellington’s dynamic pool of 
employers provide unrivalled opportunities to build your future.
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“Our Bachelor of Arts (BA) is innovative 
within New Zealand; it encourages 
you to explore up to three BA major 
subjects in your first year, enabling you 
to develop a truly broad base of learning 
and discover your passions. No matter 
what subject you choose to specialise in, 
the education and experience you gain 
in our BA will be an outstanding platform 
for your career and contributions to our 
community.”
Professor Sarah Leggott  
Dean, Wellington Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

The BA is offered through the Wellington Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences; some BA majors are offered by different faculties. 
See the subject blurbs and inside back cover for more information.



Our BA takes three years of full-time 
study and you will take courses worth 
360 points in total. 

MAJOR
A major is the main subject you’ll focus on in your degree. In the 
BA, you can take up to three majors. Each major will make up 
at least a third of the courses in your degree. Each subject area 
has specific courses you need to take to meet the requirements 
of the major. 

MINOR
A minor is another area of study you want to focus on in 
addition to your major but with fewer courses. Choosing to 
study a minor is optional. A minor is made up of at least  
60 points from the relevant subject area at 200 level or above.  
At least 15 of those points must be at 300 level and not counted 
towards a major or another minor. You may select up to two 
minors in any undergraduate subject area offered by the 
University for the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Architectural 
Studies, Bachelor of Commerce, Bachelor of Communication, 
Bachelor of Design Innovation, Bachelor of Health, Bachelor of 
Music, and Bachelor of Science. 

ELECTIVE
Alongside your major(s) and any minors, you will also have 
room to take courses in other subjects you are interested in. 
These are often called electives.

DEGREE 
STRUCTURE 
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SAMPLE DEGREE STRUCTURES
A major in one subject and minors in two subjects

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3
Trimester 1 Trimester 2 Trimester 1 Trimester 2 Trimester 1 Trimester 2

Major course 
(20 points)

Major course 
(20 points)

Major course 
(20 points)

Major course 
(20 points)

Major course 
(20 points)

Major course 
(20 points)

First minor course 
(20 points)

Second minor 
course 
(20 points)

First minor course 
(20 points)

Major course 
(20 points)

First minor course 
(20 points)

Second minor 
(20 points)

Elective course  
(20 points)

Elective course 
(20 points)

First minor course 
(20 points)

Second minor 
course 
(20 points)

Second minor 
course 
(20 points)

Elective course  
(20 points)

60 points 60 points 60 points 60 points 60 points 60 points

120 points 120 points 120 points

Total points completed: 360

Majors in two subjects

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3
Trimester 1 Trimester 2 Trimester 1 Trimester 2 Trimester 1 Trimester 2

First major course 
(20 points)

First major course 
(20 points)

First major course 
(20 points)

First major course 
(20 points)

First major course 
(20 points)

First major course 
(20 points)

Second major 
course 
(20 points)

Second major 
course 
(20 points)

Second major 
course 
(20 points)

Second major 
course 
(20 points)

Second major 
course 
(20 points)

First major course 
(20 points)

Elective course  
(20 points)

Elective course 
(20 points)

Elective course 
(20 points)

Elective course 
(20 points)

Elective course 
(20 points)

Second major 
course 
(20 points)

60 points 60 points 60 points 60 points 60 points 60 points

120 points 120 points 120 points

Total points completed: 360
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CAREERS
The job market is changing quickly with the rise of new technologies, 
increased automation and globalisation, environmental concerns, 
and changing demographics. Future-proof your career with a BA and 
arm yourself with the transferable skills to allow you to navigate an 
unpredictable employment market with agility and creativity. These 
skills include the ability to communicate clearly, to think critically and 
creatively, to solve problems across a range of domains, to manage 
your own learning, and to understand the ethics of scholarship, as 
well as the key concepts within the disciplines studied. 

Get your degree in a subject you have a genuine passion for and 
set yourself on a path to a fulfilling career. Our BA graduates are 
employed in almost every part of the workforce. Your ability to 
view things from different perspectives and skills in research and 
analysis can be applied across many sectors and roles. Among these 
are aid workers, arts administrators, communication specialists, 
criminologists, curators, diplomats, historians, journalists, librarians, 
performers, policy analysts, politicians, publishers, social workers, 
teachers, translators, and writers. 

KEY BA EMPLOYMENT FACTS
 ■ As a BA graduate, you will earn $1 million more over your 

working life than a non-graduate (Universities New Zealand, 
September 2018).

 ■ The skills you gain by studying for a BA are the most sought 
after by employers. These include skills in analytical and critical 
thinking, verbal communication, writing, problem solving, 
teamwork, relationships, and self-management (from the top 
10 items on an employers’ wish list, 2015 Employability Skills 
Survey, Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington).

 ■ Three years after graduating with a BA, 92 percent are either 
employed or undertaking further study (Careers New Zealand 
Key Information Set for Students, 2018).

 ■ You will be earning above the national median for salary and wage 
earners (Universities New Zealand research, September 2018).

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/careers 



“Since I completed my degree, I have been 
fortunate enough to work in theatre spaces 
across New Zealand in different capacities 
but mostly as an actor. My degree really 
helped me in my career by connecting me 
with great industry artists and reinvigorating 
my drive for performing onstage. It opened 
my eyes to aspects of theatre I would have 
never considered, including playwriting from a 
Pasifika perspective, which is something I will 
never take for granted.” 
Sepe Mua’au 
Graduate, Bachelor of Arts 
Theatre maker, actor, and playwright



During your BA, you will have the opportunity to enhance 
your career prospects with a range of targeted curricular and 
extracurricular opportunities. Our location in New Zealand’s 
capital and our connections with Wellington’s dynamic pool of 
employers provide unrivalled opportunities to build your future. 

What can you do with your BA degree? What will the workforce 
look like in 10 years? Explore the answers to these questions 
and put what you’re learning into practice in the world of work. 

FHSS 302 FHSS INTERNSHIP
In the FHSS Internship course, you will get the opportunity to 
put your skills, knowledge, and interests into action on  
work-based projects, and acquire practical work experience 
while gaining course credit towards your degree. This 
course will enable you to expand your horizons and engage 
in meaningful collaborations with various organisations in 
the Wellington region such as the Council for International 
Development, the Ministry of Social Development, the Museum 
of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, NZ on Screen, RNZ, and 
many more. 

ENHANCE YOUR 
CAREER PROSPECTS
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POSTGRADUATE PATHWAYS
Increasingly, postgraduate study is becoming the key to gaining 
employment. Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington 
is one of the country’s foremost research institutions, with 
significant funding from internal and external research sources.

As a postgraduate student at the University, you are able to tap 
into not only the expertise of our research institutes but also the 
Crown research institutes and the national, historical, and cultural 
resources available in Wellington. Our teaching and research 
programmes present excellent opportunities for student research. 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
WITH HONOURS
(120 points at 400 level) Build on your undergraduate study in  
a subject in which you have completed a major. Most include  
a core research component. 

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA  
IN ARTS
(120 points at 400 level) An alternative to Honours, the diploma 
is intended for students interested in advanced study but not 
intending to complete a research component. 

MASTER OF ARTS
(120 points) A one-year full-time degree, offered across  
40 subject areas. Research is a key element; most Master of 
Arts (MA) programmes are by thesis only. Admission to an  
MA programme normally requires a BA(Hons) degree with First 
or Second Class Honours in the same discipline. 

MASTER’S BY COURSEWORK
(180 points) These 12-month specialist degrees involve  
a combination of research and coursework. 

Languages and Communication
 ■ Master of Applied Linguistics*
 ■ Master of Communication
 ■ Master of Intercultural Communication and Applied Translation 
 ■ Master of Linguistics* 
 ■ Master of Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 

(TESOL)*
*Subject to regulatory approval.

Creative Arts and Heritage
 ■ Master of Fine Arts (Creative Practice) 

in Design, Film, Music/Sound, Theatre 
 ■ Master of Museum and Heritage Practice
 ■ Master of Music Therapy

Politics and International Relations
 ■ Master of Indigenous Studies
 ■ Master of International Relations
 ■ Master of Migration Studies
 ■ Master of Political Science
 ■ Master of Philosophy, Politics and Economics
 ■ Master of Strategic Studies

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Supervision for research for a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) is 
offered in almost all areas in the Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences and is administered by the Faculty of Graduate 
Research. The PhD thesis is a major piece of original research 
that must demonstrate “the candidate’s ability to carry out 
independent research and constitutes a significant and original 
contribution to knowledge or understanding” of a field of study. 
In order to gain admission as a PhD candidate, you will normally 
need to have obtained a First Class or Second Class pass in an 
Honours or Master’s degree (or equivalent).



EXPLORE OUR 
SUBJECTS
We have grouped our BA subjects in three sections: 
humanities and social sciences, languages and cultures, 
and the creative arts. There is actually a lot of crossover 
among these three areas and it is important to note that 
a BA can combine subjects from any of these areas, as 
well as some subjects offered by faculties other than the 
Wellington Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
(these are marked with an asterisk *). 



HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 
The humanities and social sciences flourish at Te Herenga 
Waka—Victoria University of Wellington, where we explore the 
many facets of the human experience and how we interact as 
individuals and communities. By studying humanities and social 
sciences, you’ll be challenged to recognise multiple perspectives, 
deal with ambiguity, and develop flexibility, creativity, imagination, 
and critical thinking—all attributes employers tell us they value 
highly. These BA subjects foster leadership, adaptability, 
communication skills, and problem solving. 

Art History
We live in a world of images. Art History gives you the tools to 
navigate this world, exploring the historical, cultural, political, 
and aesthetic frameworks for understanding visual art and 
culture. With a focus on New Zealand and Pacific art, European 
art, and the art of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, you 
will learn how to interpret art and images and develop skills in 
research, analysis, and writing.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/art-history

Classics
The legacy of the classical world is still with us today, long after 
the decline of the Roman Empire. It influences law and politics, 
language and the arts, and the way we see the world. In Classics, 
we investigate this legacy and the origins of the medieval and 
modern worlds through the art, literature, mythology, history, and 
society of the ancient Greeks and Romans.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/classics

Criminology 
In criminology you study real-world problems of crime and 
punishment debated in the media every day—from drug law 
reform to sexual violence prevention. Internationally renowned 
teachers and researchers will help you see through the many 
myths about crime so you can view familiar issues in a new 
light. Criminology is focused not only on problems but solutions 
and supports students who want to make a difference in 
the world. Many students go on to become policymakers, 
campaigners, educators, and frontline workers. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/criminology

Cultural Anthropology
Cultural Anthropology explores the way culture shapes all areas 
of our lives, including our identities, families, gender, and our 
economic and political structures. Anthropologists study all 
types of communities—from tribal groups and stockbrokers to 
scientists, environmental activists, and undocumented migrants. 
Learn about the diversities—and similarities—in human 
experiences and beliefs. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/anthropology

Data Science*
Study Data Science as part of a BA to develop technical skills 
in computing technologies, statistics, and mathematics and 
work with real data sets to develop a practical understanding 
of the social dimensions of data. You’ll assess the ethics of data 
collection and use, question privacy and security issues, learn 
about the importance of communicating effectively with data, 
and gain an overall understanding of the consequences of the 
data revolution.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/data-science
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Development Studies*
Be part of creating a better world. Study poverty and inequality, 
and the issues behind development. Explore the strategies 
devised to address them. Look at the ways that societies are 
changing—economically, socially, and culturally—and at the 
problems these changes can create. Examine the relationships 
between people and institutions—from small communities to 
government agencies and international organisations.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/development-studies

Economics*
Economics can be taken as part of a BA if you are interested 
mainly in humanities subjects or social policy. Study how we 
make decisions about limited resources and how to get the 
most value out of them. Consider why people choose to do the 
things they do, and how decisions are made to produce and 
distribute goods and services. Find out more about this subject 
in our Bachelor of Commerce publication.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/economics-and-finance

Education*
If you are interested in issues such as social justice, challenges 
facing young people, and our changing world, consider 
studying Education as part of a BA. Education provides an 
excellent foundation for a career in many fields including 
teaching, social policy, youth work, and community services. 
Education is multidisciplinary and draws on history, philosophy, 
politics, psychology, and sociology. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/education

Education and Psychology*
Through studying Education and Psychology as part of a 
BA, you’ll learn how best to help children and young people 
succeed in life—academically, socially, and emotionally. Look 
at how children learn and grow, using the ideas of behavioural, 
social, and developmental psychology. Find out how different 
ways of teaching can help different students, and develop 
your knowledge of a range of educational theories. This 
interdisciplinary major is offered in conjunction with the School 
of Psychology in the Wellington Faculty of Science.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/education

English Literature
Experience literature in English from different cultures and 
different times. Learn to interpret stories, plays, and poems, 
and to express your understanding effectively. Explore different 
genres and find out how a work relates to its time, place, 
and readers. At the heart of all our courses are the skills of 
advanced reading and writing; we aim to help you to read with 
greater attention, appreciation, and enjoyment. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/english-literature

Gender and Sexuality Studies
Explore the way gender and sexuality structure and shape 
societies and how this affects our lives. Drawing on a range 
of theoretical and methodological perspectives, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies covers topics including sex, gender, and 
sexuality; gender, language, and storytelling; sexual violence 
and crime; media, cinema, and representation; race, gender, 
and development; feminist theory; and human reproduction and 
family life. (Available only as a minor.)

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/sociology

Geography*
Geography can be taken as part of a BA if you are more 
interested in the social and cultural aspects of geography. 
Study the relationship between humans and their environment. 
Examine how human cultures shape the world around them, 
and investigate the differences between and within different 
countries. Look at biophysical systems—the way that Earth, 
oceanic, and atmospheric processes behave—and learn how 
they interact with one another. Find out more about this subject 
in our Bachelor of Science publication.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/geography

History
Find out how the past—and the way we think and talk about it—
has created the world we live in today. The programme looks at 
historical periods and events from New Zealand and around the 
world and explores how people in different times and places 
have thought about, and been affected by, colonialism, class, 
gender, war, work, and race.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/history



International Relations
The study of International Relations gives you the tools and 
insight to understand how power, policies, and ideas shape the 
world we live in. International Relations takes a critical look at 
the world and how countries and non-state actors engage with 
each other. You can explore the political, economic, security, 
and normative relations among states and other international 
actors, to better understand the world and our place in it.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/politics-international-relations

Māori Resource Management
Explore the potential in the rapidly growing Māori asset 
base and how Māori provide sustainable management of 
environmental resources such as land, lakes, forests, and 
fisheries in a time of environmental change. Learn the basics in 
Māori language and gain the skills to contribute meaningfully to 
Māori social, economic, and political development.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/maori

Mathematics*
Mathematics can be taken as part of a BA if your interests are 
mainly in humanities and social sciences. Explore techniques to 
solve problems that you can use in several disciplines, including 
the sciences, and that you can apply in a variety of professions. 
Find out more about this subject in our Bachelor of Science 
publication.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/maths-and-stats

Media Studies
Media Studies lets you engage with one of the primary means 
by which we know ourselves and our society. Study topics such 
as advertising, gender and sexuality, news culture, popular 
music, social and interactive media, or television drama. 
Explore how media work, media’s role in New Zealand and 
internationally, and how media intertwine with popular culture, 
politics, identity, and more. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/media-studies



Religious Studies
Religious Studies investigates the dynamic and profound impact 
of religion on diverse contemporary societies. Learn about the 
growing salience of religion to major political, economic, and 
ethical questions. Explore diverse faiths and spiritualities, their 
rituals, identities, beliefs, and practices, and how these inform 
very different ways of being. Consider the great, enduring 
questions of humanity, and the ways people live their traditions 
in today’s world.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/religious-studies

Social Policy
Social Policy takes a focused look at the needs and wellbeing 
of the population and the way governments and individuals try 
to solve some of the big issues of society. Explore perspectives 
on the Treaty of Waitangi and look at subjects such as the 
alleviation of poverty, equity in education, and the way that 
society provides healthcare and allocates housing resources. 
(Available only as a minor.)

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/public-policy-and-government 

Sociology
Sociology is the study of social life. Sociologists examine all 
kinds of group situations, from interpersonal relationships 
to global links between peoples, in order to understand and 
explain social patterns in their own, and other, societies. You’ll 
learn how and why people organise themselves in different 
ways and you’ll think critically about the world we live in.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/sociology 

Writing (Academic and Professional)
Develop the writing and research skills you need to succeed 
at university and in your job. Learn how to formulate, organise, 
and communicate ideas effectively. Research has shown that 
better writing leads to better thinking and better learning. Take 
courses in generating, drafting, and revising your writing for  
a range of purposes and learn how to write well for university, 
the media, business, and government. (Available only as 
elective courses.)

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/writing 

Philosophy
Investigate reality and the human mind, morality and beauty, 
the changing relationship between nature and humanity, the 
structure of logical thought, and even the meaning of life—while 
developing and defending your own perspectives. Combining 
scientific, analytic, and historical ways of thinking, Philosophy 
encourages you to ask and to answer life’s biggest questions. 
It gives you the skills you need to analyse arguments and build 
better ones of your own.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/philosophy

Political Science
Political Science studies the exercise of power and the  
theories and philosophies at the heart of politics. Examine 
political ideas from libertarianism to socialism and colonialism 
to feminism. Learn about the history, development, and 
structure of New Zealand’s political system and enhance your 
understanding of the nature of power by comparing political 
systems from all over the world.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/politics-international-relations

Psychology*
Psychology can be taken as part of a BA if your interests are 
mainly in the humanities and social sciences. Psychology is the 
scientific study of the mind—how we process information and 
what drives our behaviour. Examine social behaviour, emotion, 
personality, and motivation, and gain insights into why people 
think, act, and feel the way they do. Find out more about this 
subject in our Bachelor of Science publication.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/psyc

Public Policy*
Public Policy can be taken as part of a BA if your interests lie 
in fields like the social sciences, politics, development, and the 
media. Public policy is the set of decisions that shape how a 
country is run. Explore how governments make these decisions, 
how the public sector works, the political side of policymaking, 
and how policies can be improved. Find out more about this 
subject in our Bachelor of Commerce publication.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/public-policy-and-government



“The flexibility of the BA at Wellington’s 
university allows you to shape your 
studies around your own interests. 
Within my Philosophy major, I’ve been 
able to study a diverse range of topics, 
from the future of lab-based meat to 
the ethical implications of colonising 
Mars. What’s more, the lecturers that 
take these courses are all incredibly 
engaging. Philosophy teaches you how 
to think critically and convey your ideas 
effectively. The world is full of complex 
problems that don’t have black and white 
solutions—it’s an extremely valuable skill 
to be able to navigate these productively.”
Richard Kyle 
Student, Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy
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The BA’s language and culture programmes will support you 
to master a different language, learn about other cultures, and 
develop a more profound understanding of your own culture 
and language. Gain a global perspective and a competitive 
edge in the international job market. Our language courses 
cater for everyone from complete beginners to students who 
have a background in the language. 

LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

Asian Studies
Asia is the wellspring of many of the world’s most enduring 
and richest civilisations. An understanding of Asia has become 
vital, especially within the context of New Zealand’s future in 
the Asia–Pacific region. Asian Studies is a multidisciplinary 
programme featuring such diverse fields as Development 
Studies, International Relations, Music, and Marketing.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/asian-studies

Chinese / 中文
Knowledge of Chinese language and culture offers access to a 
major global civilisation and a country with enormous economic 
and political significance. Immerse yourself in Chinese language, 
literature, film, and history. Our goal is to provide you with the 
language competence and cultural literacy to conduct effective 
cross-cultural communications in the Chinese-speaking world.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/chinese

French / Français
Discover the beauties of the French language and gain access 
to a variety of French-speaking cultures—Canada, Cameroon, 
Guadeloupe, Haiti, Morocco, New Caledonia, Senegal, and 
Tahiti—as well as ‘la belle’ France. New Zealand’s trade 
connections with these countries and the use of French in 
international organisations makes it a valuable global language. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/french

German / Deutsch
German is the first language of 100 million people living in  
the economic powerhouse of Europe. New Zealand and 
Germany have working relationships in science, business, 
politics, and the arts, so knowledge of German can qualify  
you for a range of careers, especially in tourism,  
marketing, and international business. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/german



Greek /  Ἑλληνική
Ancient Greek is the language of some of the greatest 
philosophers, politicians, poets, and playwrights the world  
has ever known. The language still underlies many of the  
words we use every day. Take a journey back to the European 
origins of modern civilisation—a sure path to becoming a truly 
global citizen.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/greek

Italian / Italiano
Wellington’s university is one of only two New Zealand 
universities offering Italian, an influential language of music 
and literature, art, and cinema. Beautiful and expressive, it’s the 
language of Dante’s poetry, high fashion, and classical opera. 
Our teaching will give you an understanding of one of the 
world’s leading cultures and economies. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/italian

Japanese / 日本語
Japan has had a profound influence on the West in science, 
technology, fashion, and popular culture, and New Zealand’s 
ties with the country make knowledge of its language and 
culture a valuable asset. From your first hiragana to written 
compositions and conversations, you will learn about Japan  
in a journey that will take you from the past to the future.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/japanese

Latin / Latīna
Latin was the language of the Roman Empire and a major 
language of the medieval world. Still prominent today in law 
and medicine, Latin also underlies everyday words in various 
modern languages. Gain an appreciation for Roman history, 
literature, and philosophy through the works of great writers 
such as Cicero, Virgil, and Augustine.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/latin

Linguistics
Linguistics is the systematic study of human language and 
how people use it. Discover the role of language in different 
societies and its connection to how people think and identify 
themselves. Linguistics graduates have an understanding of 
linguistic diversity around the world and the skills to gather and 
analyse complex language data.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/linguistics

Māori Studies
Prepare yourself to make a positive contribution to Māori 
development. Gain a foundation in Māori language and culture, 
take part in cultural practices, and examine the relationships 
between Māori and other cultures. A strong knowledge of Māori 
culture, combined with te reo Māori communication skills, is  
a valuable package for every global citizen.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/maori-studies

Modern Language Studies
Modern Language Studies combines study of a modern 
language with courses from the University’s world-class 
Linguistics programme to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of how languages work. Graduates often gain 
employment in interpreting, tourism, trade, and translation, and 
are ideally placed to pursue careers in language teaching.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/linguistics

New Zealand Sign Language
New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) is the preferred language of 
New Zealand’s Deaf community, and one of our official languages. 
Learn how to communicate in a visual modality and find out 
how NZSL is at the heart of a unique community and culture. 
Skills in NZSL are relevant to careers in interpreting, education, 
psychology, human rights, disability, and other human services. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/sign-language
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Pacific Studies
Explore some of the many diverse histories, cultures, and 
heritages of the largest geographical region on the planet, 
the Pacific. Get an introduction to the work of leading Pasifika 
thinkers, political leaders, and artists, and examine the impacts 
of imperialism and colonialism. Support the development of 
Pasifika communities in New Zealand, the Pacific, and the 
world. Learn Samoan, Māori, or French—languages used in the 
Pacific—and engage in meaningful discussions in and for the 
region. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/pacific-cultures-and-languages

Samoan Studies / Matā‘upu Tau Samoa
Gain an understanding of New Zealand’s Samoan population 
and our Pacific Island neighbourhood through studying the 
language, society, and culture of Samoa. Explore the way 
cultural beliefs, ceremonies, and daily life shape the Samoan 
language. Ours is the only university in New Zealand where you 
can major in Samoan Studies. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/samoan

Spanish / Español 
Spanish is the third most widely spoken language in the world 
and is used in Europe, Africa, and North, Central, and South 
America. Study the rich diversity of culture and history in both 
Spain and Latin America, and delve into important issues such 
as ethnic diversity, historical memory, and national identity.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/spanish

Teaching English To Speakers Of Other 
Languages (TESOL)
English is the most commonly spoken and learned second 
language in the world. Consequently, English-language 
teaching is in high demand at all levels of education. Our 
TESOL programme will help you develop the skills needed to 
teach languages, including languages other than English.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/language-teaching

Te Reo Māori 
There is growing national demand for Māori language speakers, 
particularly in the broadcasting, education, and public sectors. 
Wellington’s university is one of New Zealand’s leading 
universities for Māori research, and your skills in te reo Māori 
will be matched with an awareness of language revitalisation 
and competency in linguistic analysis and translation.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/maori

18   Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington



“Once I started studying Latin and 
Greek, I was captivated by the mystery, 
excitement, and hilarity of ancient 
language. It is entertaining, challenging, 
and occasionally frustrating—but a 
worthwhile experience and a great way to 
gain a niche skill that sets you apart from 
others. Ancient Greek and Latin provide 
excellent insight into the formation and 
evolution of languages, as well as access 
to all the great literature of the ancient 
world. I’ve had amazing opportunities at 
Te Herenga Waka to improve my mind, 
expand my world view, and have heaps of 
fun with subjects I adore.” 
Rebecca Scholtz 
Student, Bachelor of Arts in Classics, Greek, and Latin



CREATIVE ARTS 

There is no better place to immerse yourself in the creative 
arts than in New Zealand’s creative and cultural capital. Explore 
our subjects that will let you cultivate your creativity while 
developing theoretical knowledge and professional skills.
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Composition
Explore and develop key techniques and concepts in 
instrumental/vocal composition. You’ll learn from renowned 
lecturers whose music regularly appears in concerts, festivals, 
and films worldwide. They’ll teach you how to notate your music 
professionally, write for instruments idiomatically, orchestrate 
imaginatively, and develop your musical ideas into substantial, 
coherent works. (Available only as a minor.)

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/nzsm

Creative Writing
Develop your voice, imaginative capacity, and literary skills.

Our undergraduate Creative Writing courses are available 
in poetry, short fiction, children’s writing, Māori and Pasifika 
creative writing, creative non-fiction, television scriptwriting, 
science writing, world-building, and writing for theatre, as well 
as a changing programme of summer classes.

Taught in a stimulating workshop environment, Creative Writing 
courses can contribute to a BA or be included in other degrees, 
or can be taken independently out of personal interest.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/creative-writing

Film
Explore the historical, cultural, and technological perspectives 
of cinema in the city that is home to Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
film industry. Uncover how cinema entertains us while shaping 
our views of the world.

The study of Film offers opportunities to interpret narrative, 
lighting, camera work, editing, and sound, to analyse how 
gender, race, and sexuality are represented in cinema, and to 
consider the relationship film has with other media.

Our courses focus on Aotearoa New Zealand, Hollywood, and 
world cinema, as well as specific genres, new technologies, 
low-budget film-making, and documentary film-making.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/film
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Music
Study Music as part of your BA and explore music from 
many angles, including cultural, historical, critical, technical, 
and creative. Many courses don’t require any prior musical 
knowledge, including some in non-Western music, music 
technology, popular music, jazz, classical music, and film music. 
As a BA student, you can also take Performance courses 
in Indonesian gamelan and Māori music, giving you the 
opportunity for cultural learning through making music.

A BA in Music (where Music is a major) is distinguished from 
the Bachelor of Music (BMus), in which music is the main focus 
of study. In a BA in Music, up to half your degree may comprise 
Music courses, with the other half made up of courses in one or 
more other subjects.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/nzsm

Music Technology
Explore a variety of music technologies, and learn the nuts and 
bolts of recording, mixing, audio production, synthesis, and 
electronic music coding. You might learn how to record film 
sound and create evocative surround soundscapes, how to 
record and produce large ensembles such as big bands and 
orchestras, or how to develop tools and techniques for making 
live electronic music. (Available only as a minor.)

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/nzsm

Performance
Develop your technical and musical competency, and artistic 
and stylistic insight, in performing instrumental or vocal 
repertoire. You’ll have the opportunity to learn from, or work 
with, some of New Zealand’s most acclaimed performers and 
teachers. Study classical, jazz, or other styles of music, including 
non-Western music. (Available only as a minor.)

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/nzsm

Popular Music Studies
Explore and critically engage with local and international 
popular music and gain a ‘big picture’ understanding of the 
social, cultural, theoretical, historical, and political contexts of 
popular music. Learn about the various audiences, scenes, 
subcultures, and fans, as well as the new technologies and 
media, behind the music. Cutting across a number of genres, 
from rock and pop to hip-hop, electronic dance music, and 
global music, this course will give you a critical understanding 
of popular music in local and international contexts, as well as 
its historical and contemporary significance. (Available only as 
a minor.)

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/nzsm

Text Technologies
Explore books and printed texts in all their myriad forms—
both historical and contemporary—and their influence across 
cultures and society. See how forms of text have endured and 
evolved, discover the technology used to create them, and 
become a maker yourself.

Text Technologies is offered as an enhancement or extension 
to your major, or as an elective in many disciplines. It goes 
especially well with Data Science, Design, History, Linguistics, 
Media Studies, Music, Theatre, English, and languages.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/linguistics

Theatre
Step inside the world of theatre. Learn about what goes on 
behind the scenes of a theatre production, and how to apply 
critical and creative thinking to the realm of performance. 
As the creative capital, Wellington is home to the country’s 
most vibrant theatre community, and the University’s 
Theatre programme is at the centre of it. A BA in Theatre 
offers opportunities to study and practise acting, directing, 
scenography, dramaturgy, devised performance, and 
scriptwriting, as well as explore the theatrical traditions in 
Aotearoa New Zealand, Asia, and the Pacific.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/theatre
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“I have always loved stories and 
storytelling. The study of film allows  
you to explore this visual medium  
and discover endless ways of telling  
the stories you want. There is also a  
hands-on aspect to film and  
film-making, meaning that I get to 
work in both a theoretical and practical 
setting. Wellington’s university has the 
best BA and Film programme out of all 
of the universities in the country, and 
being located in the creative capital 
of Aotearoa, this is the perfect place 
to explore film production and my 
creativity.”
Georgia Ah Kuoi 
Student, Bachelor of Arts in Film



KEY DATES
Enrolments open on 10 September 2021. Applications for study 
in 2022 are due on 20 January 2022.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
To enrol in a BA, you will need University Entrance, or to meet 
the requirements of another admission type.

For more information, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/study 

CONTACT US
Wellington Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences Student 
and Academic Services Office

Level 4, Murphy Building, Kelburn Campus

 04 463 5745 
 fhss-enquiries@vuw.ac.nz 

COURSE PLANNING
For help with course planning, contact Student Recruitment and 
Orientation.

 0800 04 04 04 
 course-advice@vuw.ac.nz 
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/courses 

FIND OUT MORE

OTHER STUDENT RESOURCES
Disability support
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/disability

Māori student support
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/awhina

Pasifika student success 
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/pasifika 

Rainbow student support
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/rainbow

Scholarships
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/scholarships 

Student services and support
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/student-support

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/ba
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BA MAJORS
Art History Latin
Asian Studies Linguistics
Chinese Māori Resource Management
Classical Studies Māori Studies
Criminology Mathematics*
Cultural Anthropology Media Studies
Data Science* Modern Language Studies
Development Studies* Music
Economics* Pacific Studies
Education* Philosophy
Education and Psychology* Political Science

English Literature Psychology*
Film Public Policy*
French Religious Studies
Geography* Samoan Studies / Matā‘upu 

Tau Sāmoa
German Sociology
Greek Spanish
History Teaching English to Speakers 

of Other Languages (TESOL)
International Relations

Italian Te Reo Māori
Japanese Theatre

BA SUBJECTS

*Subjects offered by faculties other than the Wellington Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences.

NON-MAJOR UNDERGRADUATE SUBJECTS
Composition
Creative Writing (minor)
Gender and Sexuality Studies (minor)
Music Technology
New Zealand Sign Language (minor)
Performance
Popular Music Studies (minor)
Social Policy (minor)
Text Technologies
Writing (Academic and Professional)
For the latest information on degrees, course details, and 
prescriptions, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/ba 
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