
 

NZCCRI Seminar Series 

 

Speaker:  Dr Nina Hall 
 
Post Doctoral Fellow in Global Governance, Hertie School of Governance, Berlin 
 

Jumping on the climate change bandwagon?  
Explaining variation in inter-governmental organisation behaviour  

There has been a marked increase in the number of inter-governmental organizations at the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Scholars have highlighted how 

organizations from the fisheries, forestry, human rights and security regimes have established strategic 

issue-linkages between their host regime and the climate change regime. ‘Bandwagoning’ behavior 

occurs because: states encourage inter-governmental organisations to engage with other regimes (statis 

theories) or because organisations seek tangible and intangible resources (resource dependency 

theories). This presentation makes two major contributions to the literature on bandwagoning. Firstly, it 

conducts a large-N analysis of inter-governmental organisations attendance at the UNFCCC, analysis 

which has been absent from the literature. Secondly, it argues that not all bandwagoning behaviours fit 

these two theories. It highlights a particular puzzle: why is there variation in the bandwagoning 

behaviours of the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations High 

Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)? While the former pursued greater relevance and financing from the 

climate change regime, the latter was wary of engagement. It argues that functional and normative 

organisations have different bandwagoning behaviours. 
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Nina Hall is a post-doctoral fellow in Global Governance at the Hertie School of Governance, Berlin. Her 

research explores how international organisations are evolving and performing in the 21st century. She 

is also working with the Blavatnik School of Government (University of Oxford) and the World Economic 

Forum to measure and evaluate leadership effectiveness of multilateral institutions. Nina completed a 

doctorate in International Relations at the University of Oxford, as a New Zealand Rhodes Scholar, and 

her Masters in Politics at the University of Auckland. 

 

 


