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Differences between National and Municipal Policy Responses 

Climate change and its associated consequences increasingly threaten the physical landscape of and 

ecosystem services delivered by public lands in the Western United States. Particularly vulnerable are 

environmentally sensitive areas and the communities that depend on them. Mountain communities are 

vulnerable to both the direct effects of changes in climate – flooding, increased risks of fire, loss of 

biodiversity – as well as the secondary economic effects, for example decreases in tourism from lack of 

snow for winter recreation, and changes in management practices by public lands officials. Colorado 

mountain communities are of interest as they are both uniquely vulnerable to the impacts of climate 

change as well as particularly visible both nationally and internationally as prime vacation destinations 

for both domestic and international travellers. Through interviews and survey responses I specifically 

address the challenges land managers and communities currently face, the barriers to adaptation 

planning, the hurdles to adaptation implementation, what additional information and tools would be 

useful in planning for adaptation and how beliefs and attitudes about climate change affect decision 

making. Because the public lands and communities I have chosen occupy the same geographical 

region, comparison of the two data sets allows for analysis of differences in top-down (federally 

initiated) vs bottom-up (community initiated) policy responses to similar challenges. The lessons learned 

in this region are broadly applicable and provide the basis for my future work on adaptation in NZ.   

Date:   Wednesday 9th July 2014 
Time:   12.30 – 1.30 pm 
Venue:  Rutherford House, Lecture Theatre 3 
 

Kelli Archie 

Kelli’s research interests focus mainly on climate change adaptation, specifically reconciling the supply 

and demand of climate information, how attitudes and beliefs about climate change affect adaptation 

decisions, household-level adaptation decisions in vulnerable areas, and overcoming barriers to 

adaptation planning and hurdles to implementation. Kelli is particularly interested in alpine areas and in 

the past has worked in the Western USA and mountain communities in the Rocky Mountains, and is 

also interested in ecosystem-service mapping especially as it relates to adaptation and conservation. 

 

 


