School of English, Film, Theatre, and Media Studies (SEFTMS)

Applying for MA Admission
Thank you for your interest in postgraduate study in SEFTMS.
First of all, make sure that you familiarise yourself with all the general university requirements and, if you are an international student, with the requirements of Victoria International (ie the international students’ office).  
You are normally expected to have a strong academic record (eg a BA(Hons) degree with First Class or 2.1 Honours, or extensive practical, professional or scholarly experience).
Our MA by thesis normally requires you to produce a thesis of approximately 30,000 words on an approved topic of your choice.
Your best starting point to find out if we can provide the appropriate supervision for your topic is to look through the staff pages or student profiles for an idea of our research and supervision interests.  Once you have an idea of what you might like to do contact the Postgraduate Coordinator of the Programme with an expression of interest.  

The contents of your expression of interest depends on whether you are a Victoria graduate or a candidate applying from elsewhere.  
All applicants should include the following.  These may be submitted by email to the relevant Postgraduate Coordinator:

· Your name, contact details, why you are applying to SEFTMS, possible suggestions for supervision.  Note: there is no guarantee that your preferred supervisor(s) will be assigned to you.

· A one-page (approx 500 words) proposal that explains what the topic is and provides an indication of the field in the form of a preliminary bibliography and a timeline.

If you are a Victoria graduate we also require:

· The names of two academic staff members who have taught you and who may be contacted for a confidential assessment of your skills, ability and potential for postgraduate study.
If you are not a Victoria graduate we also require:
· Two confidential references from two academic staff who have taught or supervised you and who can comment on your proficiency in academic writing in English, your skills, ability and potential for postgraduate study.  References should be sent directly by the referees to the Postgraduate Coordinator.
· A 3,000 word (approx) writing sample which demonstrates your ability to research and write about an academic topic (eg an Honours essay).
· A copy of your academic record.  
Your expression of interest will be considered and assessed by the Programme Postgraduate Committee and by the SEFTMS Postgraduate Committee.  We give you feedback and may ask you to change or adapt your proposal.  If your expression of interest is accepted, the SEFTMS Postgraduate Committee will recommend your admission to the MA programme to the FHSS Deputy Dean.  You will be notified of your admission after the approval of the Deputy Dean has been granted.
