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A capital city law degree
Located in the heart of Wellington’s legal and political district, 

the Faculty of Law is in a privileged position to inform thinking 

and lead debate on legal, policy, and governance issues that 

affect all New Zealanders. Our location among many  

law-related agencies, including Parliament, the Supreme Court, 

the Court of Appeal, and prestigious law firms, means we are 

privy to the latest legal happenings. 

World-class research hub
The Faculty of Law is hailed as a hub of legal research that 

garners local and international recognition. Experts in their 

fields, our academics initiate legal debate on the issues of the 

day. The research undertaken here feeds in to what we teach, 

and what is discussed and explored in lectures and tutorials 

informs that research.

Building career pathways
A law degree can pave the way to many careers, not only in the 

legal sphere but also in fields such as broadcasting, business, 

the creative arts, government, journalism, and politics.
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“As a law student at  
Te Herenga Waka—
Victoria University 
of Wellington, your 
study is supported by 
legal experts who are 
passionate about passing 
on valuable insights and 
encouraging a thirst 
for knowledge. The 

Law School is an environment that fosters 
fundamental critical thinking skills that can be 
used in many fields.

“A law graduate is not limited to practising law 
in a law firm. The attributes you obtain during 
your degree open up a diverse set of pathways 
for you to choose from. Some of our law 
graduates include cabinet ministers, Supreme 
Court judges, chief executives, Members of 
Parliament, and policy analysts for government 
ministries.

“As soon as you enter Government Buildings, 
you become part of a close community of 
students, faculty, and alumni. You will create 
fond memories and firm friendships in an 
environment where you can learn, think, 
question, grow, and thrive.

“Make the most of what lies ahead.”
Professor Mark Hickford  

Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Dean of Law
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DEGREE 
STRUCTURE 
The Bachelor of Laws (LLB) is a full-time four-year degree 

comprising 480 points. It can be combined with a second 

degree to form a conjoint degree, which takes a minimum of 

five years’ study. The LLB consists of 21 Law courses and a 

selection of non-Law courses that total at least 90 points. 

Get an introduction 
to the foundations of 
legal study

Build your legal 
skills through the 
core subjects

Delve into specialised 
areas of choice 

100 LEVEL

200 LEVEL

300 LEVEL
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 ■ Introduction to Case Law

 ■ Introduction to the  

New Zealand Legal 

System

 ■ Introduction to Statute 

Law

 ■ Criminal Law 

 ■ Law of Contract

 ■ Law of Torts

 ■ Legal Research, Writing 

and Mooting

 ■ Public Law

 ■ Equity, Trusts and 

Succession

 ■ Property Law

 ■ Bill of Rights

 ■ Climate Change and the 

Law

 ■ Data Privacy

 ■ Ethics and the Law

 ■ Family Law

 ■ Intellectual Property

 ■ International Law

 ■ Law and Sexuality

 ■ Law of Armed Conflict

 ■ Māori Customary Law

 ■ Migration and Refugee 

Law

 ■ The Criminal Justice 

Process

 ■ Welfare Law

 ■ Youth Justice

100-LEVEL 
COURSES

200-LEVEL 
COURSES

300-LEVEL 
COURSES

300-LEVEL 
ELECTIVES*

The following diagram will guide you through the degree structure. There are three core courses at 100 level, five core courses at 

200 level, and two core courses and 11 further courses at 300 level. 

*Elective courses are subject to change each year, but could involve those listed.



THE LAW SCHOOL 
EXPERIENCE 
The method of teaching law is different from other disciplines. 

Law students are empowered to demonstrate intellectual 

autonomy, critical thinking, independence of thought, and 

openness to new ideas through interactive and  

discussion-based learning. 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
When deciding what to study at university, Fletcher Boswell 

kept coming back to law. The realisation that law affects every 

part of our lives and that understanding the law could enable 

him to make a difference was the ultimate pulling factor. That, 

coupled with watching a few too many episodes of Suits!

“Wellington is a fantastic place to live as a student. Although the 

weather can leave a lot to be desired, the coffee, culture, and 

people more than make up for it. And you know what they say—

you can’t beat Wellington on a good day!”

The Law School’s location in the heart of New Zealand’s legal 

system opened the door for Fletcher to build powerful career 

contacts. During his time studying, Fletcher was a summer clerk 

for Bell Gully, competed in consulting competitions in Canada, 

and represented New Zealand law students in competitions in 

Australia. He currently sits on the New Zealand Council of Legal 

Education. 

Fletcher now works as an associate at Harmos Horton Lusk, a 

corporate law firm in Auckland. 

“It has been extremely rewarding taking the analytical skills  

I built over the course of my degree and applying them to  

real-life issues facing organisations.”

When reflecting on his time at Law School, what stands out 

most for Fletcher is how much the lecturers care about their 

students. 

“The lecturers were so generous with their time and genuinely 

want to see their students succeed. The close community at 

the Law School closes the gap between lecturer and student, 

allowing one-on-one communication and the chance to test 

ideas together.

“During the first years of my Law degree, tutorial groups 

provided a safe space to reflect on the material discussed 

in lectures and helped me to gain a more comprehensive 

understanding. The Law School’s discussion-based method of 

teaching really prepared me for the working world.”

Fletcher’s advice to future Law students is to acknowledge that 

there will be challenges along the way but nothing that can’t be 

overcome by hard work and dedication. If you make the most of 

what the Law School has to offer, you will be on the right track 

to succeed.

Fletcher Boswell 

Bachelor of Laws with Honours and Bachelor of Commerce 

Associate, Harmos Horton Lusk



The world of work is changing at an exceptional pace and 

increasingly requires curious and agile lifelong learners. 

Employers look for well-rounded, adaptable graduates who 

demonstrate the ability to communicate, work collaboratively, 

think critically, and solve problems. Graduates who can 

demonstrate employability skills from both academic learning 

and extracurricular experiences will have a competitive edge 

when applying for jobs.

POSTGRADUATE PATHWAYS
Many Law graduates go on to legal careers but there are also 

those who use the attributes they obtain during their degree 

to work in fields outside the legal sphere. For those who wish 

to further their knowledge, there are also postgraduate study 

options available.

Job prospects
 ■ academic

 ■ in-house legal counsel

 ■ journalist

 ■ lawyer

 ■ policy analyst

 ■ politician

Potential employers
 ■ Large private law firms

 ■ LexisNexis

 ■ Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

 ■ Ministry of Justice

WHERE CAN A BACHELOR OF 
LAWS TAKE YOU?

Postgraduate study options
 ■ Master of Laws (LLM)

by coursework

by research portfolio

by dissertation

 ■ Master of International Trade (MInTr)

 ■ Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)



Going places with law: From Kiribati to 
the Middle East
Richard Kay developed a strong passion for international law 

and legal issues while studying for a Bachelor of Laws at  

Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington. In 2018, 

he was offered a summer research project that took him to the 

small island nation of Kiribati with Professor Alberto Costi. 

“I had the opportunity to collaborate with Professor Costi 

on his project Climate Change and Atoll Nations: Potential 

Responsibilities for New Zealand. As part of this project, I had 

to analyse legal and policy considerations facing New Zealand 

should the adverse effects of climate change necessitate 

climate migration in the Pacific region.” 

Richard is using the skills he developed during his time at 

university in his role as a foreign policy officer at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade. His official rotation is in the Middle 

East unit, where he provides policy advice with the aim of 

fostering healthy bilateral and trade relations with the  

Gulf States. 

“Gaining a Law degree has provided me with a solid foundation 

upon which to build my career. My time at Law School helped 

me to build my confidence and taught me to think on my feet—a 

skill that is imperative in a legal career.”

Richard’s advice for prospective students is to give Law a go, 

even if the perceived competitive nature of the degree seems 

daunting. 

“Studying Law is interesting, intellectually stimulating, and 

teaches you a wide range of skills that are highly sought after 

in the workforce. A Law degree opens a lot of doors, and the 

staff at the Faculty of Law are welcoming and enjoy seeing their 

students succeed, both academically and professionally.” 

Richard Kay 

Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Commerce 

Foreign policy officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade



SUBJECTS TO TAKE AT SCHOOL
There are no prerequisites or preferred subjects. Choose 

subjects that interest you, as these are generally the ones 

in which you will do well. Subjects such as Classics, English, 

and History can help with basic essay writing skills, whereas 

Economics, Mathematics, Music, Physics, and the languages 

can encourage analytical thinking.

STUDYING LAW
Studying Law demands in-depth discussion and critical analysis. 

As a result, Law graduates acquire skills in communication, 

problem-solving, research, and critical thinking—all of which are 

prized by employers in many different fields.

COMBINING DEGREES
A Bachelor of Laws can be combined with any other degree, 

with the most popular combinations being a Bachelor of Arts 

or a Bachelor of Commerce. Some complementary subjects 

include Accounting, Criminology, History, International 

Relations, Political Science, and Psychology.

PLANNING FOR LAW SCHOOL
ADMISSION AND ENROLMENT
You may enrol in the first year of a Bachelor of Laws provided 

you have a university entrance qualification and, if you are a 

school leaver, you meet Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University 

of Wellington’s Guaranteed Entry Score. 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/apply 





12   Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington

The following opportunities provide the stepping stones to help 

our students fulfil their career goals.

CLERKSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Many law firms have summer clerk programmes that enable 

students to gain experience and progress to law clerk roles 

after completing their degree. Some law firms that have 

provided clerkships are Bell Gully, Chapman Tripp, Simpson 

Grierson, and many others.

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Postgraduate Law students are given the opportunity to 

participate in an internship as part of their study. Students 

are placed with a law office, court, voluntary organisation, 

government department, or similar agency.

STEPPING STONES ALONG 
THE WAY

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
The University is committed to supporting students who embody 

the key attributes of excellence, leadership, and commitment to 

community through scholarship opportunities. These opportunities 

also help remove the barriers to university study that exist for 

students facing hardship and disadvantage. 

We offer a range of scholarships for all levels of study. Some 

examples are the Colin Aikman Award, valued at up to $10,000, to 

provide opportunities to study in areas affecting the South Pacific; 

the Fleur Knowsley Law Scholarship, valued at $8,000, for those 

facing financial hardship; the Quentin-Baxter Memorial Scholarship, 

valued at up to $3,500 over three years, for Māori and Pasifika 

students who demonstrate personal qualities, academic ability, 

contribution to their community, and face financial hardship; and 

the LexisNexis Law Student Scholarship, valued at up to $6,250, 

for those who consider themselves disadvantaged in regards to 

either economic, educational, or social circumstances.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/scholarships 



COMING FULL CIRCLE: FROM 
STUDENT TO TEACHER
When beginning her Bachelor of Laws degree at Te Herenga 

Waka—Victoria University of Wellington, Dr Zoë Prebble was 

drawn to the concept of analytical thinking—at times rather 

philosophically—about important and complex issues in a way 

that affects the lives of real people. Things really started to click 

when Dr Prebble began her Honours study and undertook a 

clerkship in the criminal process team at the Crown Law Office. 

There she was able to apply what she had learnt to real-life 

situations.

After graduating with a Bachelor of Laws with Honours, and 

spending several years as a legal and policy adviser at the  

New Zealand Law Commission, Dr Prebble broadened her 

horizons and travelled to the United States to complete a 

Master of Laws degree at the University of Michigan. “Attending 

the University of Michigan was like living in one of those 

university towns you see in the movies—dorm rooms and 

Saturday football.” 

Dr Prebble then travelled to Canada to pursue a Doctor of 

Philosophy in Law at the University of British Columbia. “I loved 

the big-city experience—hilly hikes and harbour views—but 

always had Wellington in the back of my mind.” When a position 

for a criminal law lecturer became available at Te Herenga 

Waka—Victoria University of Wellington, Dr Prebble jumped at 

the opportunity. “There are plenty of hilly hikes and a rather 

sparkly harbour here too.”

Dr Prebble’s research continues to focus on over-criminalisation 

(the idea that we have too much criminal law), the ways in which 

we criminalise (or inadequately criminalise) gendered violence, 

and how to reconcile the two themes. Part of Dr Prebble’s 

approach to teaching is to share what gets her fired up about 

these issues. Encouraging the conversation between lecturer and 

student is one of Dr Prebble’s favourite things about teaching. 

She is constantly impressed by the work ethic, refreshing ideas, 

and insightful questions her students bring to class each day and 

welcomes every new perspective that helps to deepen her own 

understanding of the law.

Dr Zoë Prebble 

Lecturer, Faculty of Law
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CHAT TO OUR STUDENT 
ACADEMIC SERVICES TEAM 

Our friendly Student Academic Services team includes 

designated Māori and Pasifika engagement advisers who 

provide holistic support and advance the academic interests of 

Māori and Pasifika students. The Faculty also has a dedicated 

student success coordinator who provides proactive support 

services to all Law students as well as information and advice. 

JOIN A STUDENT-LED GROUP
As part of an active student community, like-minded individuals 

can take advantage of the numerous social events, educational 

development opportunities, and career advice evenings 

facilitated by our many student-run groups. 

Law Students’ Society
The Victoria University of Wellington Law Students’ Society is 

the representative body for Law students, run by Law students.

The society works with other representative groups at the Law 

School to improve the lives of students during their time at 

university. It has two main roles as an organisation—advocacy 

for Law students and running events for them. The events are 

educational, career-based, competitive, or social. 

COMMUNITY AND SUPPORT
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Ngā Rangahautira/Māori Law Students’ 
Association
Ko Ngā Rangahautira tētahi rōpū e tautoko ana i ngā mahi  

a ngā akonga Māori e whai ana i te tohu ture. Ko ngā mahi  

a Ngā Rangahautira, he tautoko, he akiaki i ngā akonga ki  

te whai I tēnei rākau ture a te Pākehā. He rōpū awhina, tautoko  

i ngā akonga Māori ki te whakanui i tō tātou Māoritanga i roto  

i te ture. 

Ngā Rangahautira is the Māori Law Students’ Association.  

Its primary focus is to assist and support Māori Law students 

with their studies at the Law School by fostering  

a commitment to tikanga Māori and ngā ture Pākehā.

Pasifika Law Students’ Society 
The Pasifika Law Students’ Society was established by students 

with the aim of encouraging and maintaining Pasifika success 

and growth within the Faculty of Law while providing a social 

and supportive environment.

Asian Law Students’ Society 
Since 2014, the Asian Law Students’ Society has provided a 

supportive community for Asian Law students. It prides itself on 

creating a space for Asian Law students to celebrate their diverse 

cultures and connect with those from shared backgrounds.

Feminist Law Society
The Feminist Law Society is a group of Law students of all genders 

who are passionate about gender equality and social justice 

at the Law School and in wider society. It seeks to be inclusive, 

intersectional, and aware of multiple layers of oppression.

Rainbow Law Students’ Society
At Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington, our 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual/

agender (LGBTQIA+), and takatāpui communities are known as 

the rainbow community. The Rainbow Law Students’ Society 

aims to make it easier for students to connect and find support 

throughout their Law School adventure.
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FURTHER SUPPORT
As the student success coordinator, Dr Eleonora Bello upholds 

the Faculty of Law’s focus on empowering students and 

emphasising the importance of student wellbeing.

Many factors contribute to students’ level of engagement, 

including previous education, health, family commitments, and 

their social, cultural, and financial background. The Faculty 

of Law acknowledges this diversity by ensuring the support 

provided is equitable, fair, and inclusive. Some of the initiatives 

introduced by Dr Bello include proactive monitoring of tutorial 

attendance, a mentoring programme for first-year students, and 

200-level writing workshops. 

“I work with students from all walks of life. There may be false 

starts, disruptions, and cultural, social, or linguistic obstacles, 

but every student has the ability to learn how to navigate these. 

I don’t think a student should measure their success solely on 

performance, but rather on their positive personal contribution 

during their journey.”

Dr Eleonora Bello 

Student success coordinator

Room GB111, Government Buildings, Pipitea Campus

 04 463 6340 

 eleonora.bello@vuw.ac.nz



STUDENT AND ACADEMIC 
SERVICES
The Student Academic Services team supports students 

through their study, from enrolment to graduation. The 

undergraduate student advisers offer information on admission, 

qualifications, assessment of prior study, course advice and 

selection criteria, prerequisites, and enrolment. Get help with 

choosing your degree, planning your courses, or changing your 

degree programme. 

Undergraduate student advisers
Room GB109, Government Buildings, Pipitea Campus

 04 463 6433 or 04 463 6483 

 law-undergraduate@vuw.ac.nz

Māori and Pasifika engagement advisers
If you are a Māori or Pasifika student studying Law, you can get 

help with tutorials, mentoring, and study skills sessions from our 

Māori and Pasifika engagement advisers.

 maorilawsc@vuw.ac.nz 

 pasifikalawsc@vuw.ac.nz 

KEY DATES
Enrolments open on 10 September 2021. Applications for study 

in 2022 are due on 20 January 2022.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Entry in the Bachelor of Laws requires standard New Zealand 

University Entrance or other equivalent.

There are no prerequisite secondary school subjects for the 

Bachelor of Laws, but useful subjects to prepare for this degree 

include English, Classics, and History.

For more information, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/study 

OTHER STUDENT RESOURCES

Disability support
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/disability

Māori student support
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/awhina

Pasifika student success 

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/pasifika 

Rainbow student support
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/rainbow

Scholarships
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/scholarships 

Student services and support
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/student-support

CONTACT US
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0800 04 04 04 | info@vuw.ac.nz | www.wgtn.ac.nz


