
 
  

1 
  

 

 

 

CCDN 271 
 

DESIGN AS 

INQUIRY           

Course Outline Trimester 1, 2014 
 

GENERAL 
 

Trimester 1; 20 points 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 

100% internal by assignment  

 

CLASS TIMES AND LOCATIONS 
 
LECTURES:             Mon 11.30 – 12:30                 LT 1                                                                                                                 

TUTORIALS:             Mon 12:40 – 13:30  VS 127      Stream A                                                                                                                                                                                            

.                                 Mon 13:40 – 14:30  VS127       Stream B                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

.                                 Mon 14:40 – 15:30   VS127       Stream C                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

.                                 Mon 15:40 – 16:30                   VS127       Stream D                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

.                                                Tues 11:30 – 12:20                 VS127       Stream E                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

..                                Tues  12:40 – 13:30  VS127       Stream F          

                                                                                                                                                                                    

COORDINATOR 
     

Name:                    Nan O’Sullivan      

Room:                        WIG 303 

Phone:                       463 6223 

Office Hours:             Thurs 12 – 1pm  

Email:                        nan.osullivan@vuw.ac.nz 

 

For Tutor details please visit the course blog via: blackboard.vuw.ac.nz 

 

https://blackboard.vuw.ac.nz/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
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COMMUNICATION OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Any changes or additions to this Course Outline will be discussed and agreed with the class, and conveyed via 

email or through the course blog on the School of Design Teaching and Learning website:  blackboard.vuw.ac.nz 

PRESCRIPTION 
 

There is an increasingly complex set of influences upon design as diverse as philosophy and marketing just as 

design equally impacts upon human behaviour it involves our relationship to things and changes in society. The 

broad survey course covers specialised themes from different contexts to develop a more multi-disciplinary 

understanding of the design. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 
 

The principle aims of this course are increased proficiency in critical thinking and analysis, an expanded understanding 

of the cultural context of design, and the development of lucid and convincing academic writing. This course will 

employ a variety of critical approaches through which we can examine the broad context of design. This exploration 

will be organized around key themes relevant to the practice and study of design today. These themes will serve to 

situate and foreground the principle concepts forming the focus of each week’s lecture and readings, as well as 

providing the principle Research Themes for assignments 1-5. 

 

As the twenty-first century unfolds we find ourselves in a world characterised by rapid innovations, expanding 

technologies, and a voracious culture of social media and consumerism—all situated within unstable economic, 

political, social, and ecological conditions. Considering this context, it is more important than ever that design as a 

profession and designers as individuals integrate reflection and criticism into the practice of design. This course asks 

students to approach the study and practice of design critically and provocatively from a multi- disciplinary perspective. 

CCDN271 explores a diversity of approaches and themes integral to the framing of design as a social, cultural, 

political, and economic agent. 

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

Students who pass this course will be able to: 

1: Interpret the broader social, cultural, political, economic, and ecological implications of design  

2: Compare key concepts and methodologies to develop individual perspectives about the role of design today. 

3: Integrate this perspective into academic works with relevant research and context to support the individual focus. 

4: Develop structure and compose a cohesive body of work both written and designed to justify a focused argument.  

5: Critique and build ideas and arguments individually and collectively through considered debate and discussion. 

6: Integrate appropriate practice based outputs with well-structured written arguments and supporting 

documentation  

 

TEACHING FORMAT 
 

CCDN 271 is comprised of three primary learning modules—lecture, tutorial seminar, and independent reading and 

research. The weekly lecture will introduce key themes, concepts, and arguments that will form the core of that week‘s 

study and provide suggestions for potential research areas. The weekly tutorial seminar will provide a forum for further 

exploration and discussion of the week‘s assigned readings and lecture topics. The close relationship between the 

lecture, readings, and seminar discussion requires that students complete weekly assigned readings before lecture 

sessions and be prepared to participate in active discussion in tutorials. The information and knowledge acquired in 

lecture and seminar will provide the platform from which students will be able to develop their own personal research 

interests and strategies. The skills and knowledge honed through this synthesis of lecture, seminars, and independent 

study will be further developed and reinforced through research and writing assessments. 

 

https://blackboard.vuw.ac.nz/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
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All course materials, project descriptions, important dates, reference materials and required readings will be 

available on the course blog, located on the School of Design Teaching and Learning website, see: 

blackboard.vuw.ac.nz 

 

MANDATORY COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

There are no specific mandatory course requirements other than those listed under Assessment. 

 

 WORKLOAD 
 

You should expect to spend around 200 hours on this course, including both scheduled class time and independent 

study.  Typically this involves around 15 hours per week during the twelve teaching weeks, with the balance during the 

mid-trimester break, study week, and examination period. See,  

https://intranet.victoria.ac.nz/academic/staff-resources/assessment.aspx 

Attendance and participation is an important aspect of the learning process, and you are required to attend all 

lectures and tutorials. If extraordinary circumstances arises that require you to be absent from some class 

sessions, you should discuss the situation with the Course Coordinator as soon as possible. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assignment one: Tools for investigation - Assessing and critiquing sources 

Deliverables: approx. 100 - 150 words [APA style**] for each source 

Assessment: 10% of final mark  

Due: Monday 17th March  

Description: Students will identify one relevant source for each of the first four 271 Research Themes listed on the 

assignment hand out. Through efficient yet analytical research and reading methods critique these sources. The 

assignment should describe how the source relates to or engages with the Research Theme identified; describe and 

critique the principle argument, aims, and methods of the source; and offer a critical assessment of the work as a 

whole. 

Hand in: Hard copy in lecture Copy to R Drive by 11:00am 

 

Assignment two: Identify a standpoint and support for it 

Deliverables: 350 word statement of intent -argument [APA style] 

Submission format: word document or word compatible  

Assessment: 10% of final mark  

Due: 31
st
 March  

Description: The second assignment is in two parts and is intended to help students solidify their research interests 

and to articulate an individual position [argument] with which to address one of the 271 Research Themes identified in 

assignment 1. PART ONE Students will be asked to determine the scope of their inquiry and to formulate a compelling 

and convincing research question. PART TWO Students must also nominate one of the other 4 themes and explain 

how that theme will intersect with or influence their initial theme.                                                                                   

Additionally you will nominate what combination the research output will take.  

A)Research paper of 2000 words [APA 6
th
 style]                                                                                                                                                                        

B)Research document 1000 words [APA 6
th
 style] and photo essay to support                                                                                                                                

C)Research document 1000 words [APA 6
th
 style] and “ted student talk” to support                                                                                                             

D)Research document 1000 words [APA 6
th
 style] and specific creative output to support                                                                                                       

(This assignment will also allow tutors to work closely with students to refine their supposition and research strategy, 

as well as to further develop their writing skills in conjunction with output selections.  

Hardcopy to be handed in at lecture. Hand-in to R Drive by 11:00 am 

 

 

 

https://blackboard.vuw.ac.nz/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
https://intranet.victoria.ac.nz/academic/staff-resources/assessment.aspx
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Assignment three: Make a claim and substantiate it  

Deliverables: 300 words [APA style]   

Submission format: word document or word compatible  

Assessment: 15% of the final mark  

Due: 14
th
 April  

Description: With the aim of advancing toward the final research output, assignment three asks students to articulate 

assignment two into a thesis statement. In addition the student will gather visual, physical, and textual evidence that 

may be used in the analysis and present this referenced correctly. The cohesiveness of the proposed argument, the 

quality of the evidence to the larger research project combined with the relevance of the proposed output selection will 

be the primary criteria in assessing this project.  

Hardcopy to be handed in at lecture. Hand-in to R Drive by 11:00am 

 

Assignment four: Plan your attack!  

Deliverables: 100 words per paragraph [APA style]  

Submission format: word document or word compatible. 

Assessment: 15% of the final mark  

Due: 12
th
 May  

Description: Outline your proposed work.  

For each paragraph in your proposed paper ask a question or make a statement that clearly demarcates what you will 

include in that paragraph and indicate the points to be made and the evidence you will be referring to in that 

paragraph. Each statement made or opinion offered or given should be evidenced and substantiated 

(referenced).Additionally where required clearly explain how the selected research output eg photo essay will illustrate 

ot demonstrate the argument or supposition.    

Hardcopy to be handed in at lecture. Hand-in to R Drive by 11:00am 

 

Assignment five: research outcome  

Deliverables: Research outcome. One of the following,                                                                                                                               

A)Research paper of 2000 words [APA 6
th
 style]                                                                                                                                                                        

B)Research document 1000 words [APA 6
th
 style] and photo essay to support                                                                                                                                

C)Research document 1000 words [APA 6
th
 style] and “ted student talk” to support                                                                                                            

D)Research document 1000 words [APA 6
th
 style] and specific creative output to support                                                                                                       

Submission format:                                                                                                                                                                                          

Assessment: 40 % of the final mark                                                                                                                                                                     

Due: 3
rd

 June                                                                                                                                                             

Description: An essential component of this course is the development of independent critical thinking and research 

skills, both of which will be necessary for the production of a successful final research output. Students will be asked 

to build upon the skills and knowledge they have gained in assignments one, two, and three and four, to produce an 

creative academic response. Assignment five asks students to synthesize the research and materials developed thus 

far in the course in the composition of a convincing and substantiated output. Hand-in to R Drive as well as presented 

where appropriate. Scheduling for presentations will be done in conjunction with student and tutor well in advance of 

hand-in date. Hand-in to R Drive by 11:00am 3
rd

 June.  

In-lecture quizzes- Each student must attempt at least one of these tests to pass the course 

Assessment: 2 x 5% each = 10% of final mark  

Description: At undisclosed times during the course of the term short in-lecture quizzes will be administered as a 

means of assessing student comprehension of lecture themes and concepts as well as the weekly readings. Students 

are encouraged to make a practice of taking excellent notes in lecture and seminar and while completing readings. 

These notes may be used during the quizzes. 

**Please note that all written assignments must follow the APA citation style (6th edition). Review APA guidelines at: 

http://aut.ac.nz.libguides.com/APA6th 

 

 

 

 

http://aut.ac.nz.libguides.com/APA6th
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Assessment items and workload per item Due % CLO 

1 Tools for investigation - Assessing and critiquing sources 

Deliverables: approx. 100-150 words for each source **(APA 6
th
 style) 

Mar 17th 10% 1 

2 Identify a standpoint and support for it 

Deliverables: 350 word statement of intent -argument [APA 6
th
 style] 

Mar 31st 10% 2,3,5 

3 Make a claim and substantiate it  
Deliverables: 350 words [APA 6

th
 style]  

April14th 15% 2,3, 

4 Plan your attack!  
Deliverables: 100 words per paragraph [APA 6

th
 style]  

May12th 15% 4,5 

5 Assignment five: research paper  
Deliverables:  
Research paper of 2000 words [APA 6

th
 style]  

Research document 750 words  [APA 6
th
 style] + photo essay to support 

Research document 1000 words [APA 6
th
 style] + “ted student talk” to 

support 
Research document 750 words  [APA 6

th
 style] + creative output in support  

June 3
rd

   40% 1,3,4,
5  

6 In-lecture quizzes- Each student MUST attempt at least ONE quiz to 
pass the course 
Assessment: 2 x 5% each = 10% of final mark  

 10% 1,2 

 

The School has a long tradition of providing critical review of student work as it progresses especially in design 

projects. For further information please refer to the Website below: 

www.victoria.ac.nz/fad/faculty-administration/current-students/faqs#criticalreview 

All grades posted during this course are only provisional results until confirmed by the School Examiners Committee 
which meets after the examination period. 
Note: Victoria’s grading system is changed for Trimester 1, 2014 with the introduction of a new C- grade.  

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/progress/grades   

 

SUBMISSION AND RETURN OF WORK 
 
Each student is responsible for ensuring their work is submitted to their Course Tutor or Course Coordinator on 

time and in the required format. See each project brief for finalised instructions.  

Work submitted late must be submitted to the Course Coordinator.                                                                              

Late submissions will be penalised as set out below, unless an extension is approved by the Course Coordinator. 

 

EXTENSIONS 
 

In the event of illness or other extraordinary circumstances that prevent you from submitting and/or presenting a 

piece of work on time, or that you feel adversely affect the quality of the work you submit, it is important that you 

discuss your circumstances with the Course Coordinator as soon as possible so that appropriate arrangements 

may be made. You should complete an Application for Extension form (available from the Faculty Office) for the 

Course Coordinator to approve. You will also need to provide suitable evidence of your illness or other 

circumstances. In an emergency, or if you are unable to contact the Course Coordinator, you should advise the 

Faculty Office of your situation. 

 

PENALTIES 
 

If no extension has been approved, the following penalties will be applied: 

 Failure to personally present work at any scheduled graded review will result in an automatic failing grade of E 
(maximum mark of 39%) for the work being reviewed; 

 Work submitted late will receive a failing grade of E (maximum mark of 39%); 

 Any work not submitted within 5 working days of the due date will be recorded as a non-submission (0%).  
 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/fad/faculty-administration/current-students/faqs#criticalreview
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/progress/grades
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REQUIRED MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
 

Students will need to provide all materials and equipment as necessary for the completion of required work. 

Please check the website link below for the standard requirements: 

www.victoria.ac.nz/fad/faculty-administration/current-students/faqs#materialsandequipment 

 

 

 SET TEXTS & RECOMMENDED READING 
 

In order to realize the objectives of this course and fulfil assessment requirements, students must read broadly and 

extensively throughout the term. Each week one to three required readings will be assigned to the class as a whole. 

Every student is expected to read these core texts–and to have read them prior to the Monday lecture. Beyond the 

weekly assigned readings, individual students will be expected to conduct research and develop a personal reading 

list, of which the selection of texts and the focus of the reading will be determined by each student in accordance with 

the particular interests and research topics set forth by the student. All weekly assigned readings will be made 

available to students in either digital or photocopied format through blackboard.vuw.ac.nz  

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/fad/faculty-administration/current-students/faqs#materialsandequipment
file://Staff/Home/SOAD/osullina/2013/2014/2014%20templates/blackboard.vuw.ac.nz
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SCHEDULE OF SESSIONS  
                                                      CCDN 271  
 

Week 

Month 
 
Day 

 
Date 

 
Lecture 

 
Topic 

 
 

 
Project dates 

Week 9 
February 

M 24    Orientation Week 

TU 25     

W 26     

TH 27     

F 28     

Week 10 
March 

M 3 Lecture 1 INTRO CCDN 271   Trimester 1 Begins  

 

TU 4     

W 5     

TH 6     

F 7     

Week 11 
March 

M 10 Lecture 2 How History Can Play 
a Part in Design Today 

  

TU 11     

W 12     

TH 13     

F 14  last date you can 

withdraw with a full 
fees refund 

  

Week 12 
March 

M 17 Lecture 3 The Everyday /Critical 

Design 
Dr Anne Galloway 

 Assignment 1 hand in 
Assignment 2 hand out 

TU 18     

W   19     

TH 20     

F 21     

Week 13 
March 

M 24 Lecture 4 DIY / Craft  
Dr Sarah Baker  

  

TU 25     

W 26     

TH 27     

F 28     

Week 14 
March/Apri
l 

M 31 Lecture 5 Gender in Design  
Margaret Petty  

 Assignment 2 hand in 
Assignment 3hand out 

TU 1     

W 2     

TH 3     

F 4     

Week 15 
April 

M 7 Lecture 6 Internet  Mavericks 
Walter Langelaar 

  

TU 8     

W 9     

TH 10     

F 11     

Week 16 
April 

M 14 Lecture 7 Massive Change 
Nan O’Sullivan  

 Assignment 3 hand in 
Assignment 4 hand out 

TU 15     

W 16     

TH 17     

F 18    Good Friday – holiday 

Week 17 
April 

M 21    Easter Monday – holiday 
Mid-Trimester Break 

TU 22    Easter Tuesday – VUW 
holiday 

W 23     

TH 24     

F 25    Anzac Day – holiday 

Week 18 
April 

M 28     

TU 29     

W 30     

TH 1     

F 2     
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Week 19 
May 

M 5 Lecture 8 Design for the other 
90%   Nan O’Sullivan  

  

TU 6     

W 7     

TH 8     

F 9     

Week 20 
May 

M 12 Lecture 9 Google Warming  

Dr Leon Gurevitch  
 Assign 4 hand in 

Assign 5 hand out 

TU 13     

W 14     

TH 15     

F 16    After this date the 

Associate Dean’s approval 
is required for withdrawals 
from Trimester 1 courses. 

Week 21 
May 
 

M 19 Lecture 10 WRITING 
WORKSHOP 

 Xiaodan Gao  

TU 20     

W 21     

TH 22     

F 23     

Week 22 
May 
 

M 26 Lecture 11  No Lecture    

TU 27     

W 28     

TH 29     

F 30     

Week 23 
June 

M 2    Queen’s Birthday – 
holiday  

TU 3  Student Presentations   Assign 5 hand in   

W 4     

TH 5     

F 6     

Week 24 
June 

M 9    Study/Examination Period 

TU 10     

W 11     

TH 12     

F 13    Exam Period begins 

Week 25 
June 

M 16     

TU 17     

W 18     

TH 19     

F 20     

Week 26 
June 

M 23     

TU 24     

W 25     

TH 26     

F 27     

Week 27 
June/July 

M 30     

TU 1     

W 2    Exam Period ends 

TH 3    Mid-year Break begins 

F 4     
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CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
The Faculty of Architecture and Design operates a system of Class Representatives in 100-level courses, and 

Year Representatives in each of the professional disciplines. Student Representatives are elected during a class 

session in the first week of teaching. All Student Representatives will be listed on the STUDiO notice board in the 

Atrium, and the relevant Representatives are also listed on studio notice boards. Student Representatives have a 

role in liaising between staff and students to represent the interests of students to the academic staff, and also in 

providing students with a communication channel to STUDiO and the Student Representation organiser. 

 

 

 
The Course Coordinator will discuss feedback from previous students at an appropriate time during the course. 
 

Student feedback on University courses may be found at  www.cad.vuw.ac.nz/feedback/feedback_display.php. 
 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
The information above is specific to this course. There is other important information that students must 
familiarise themselves with, including: 

 Academic Integrity and Plagiarism: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/plagiarism  

 Aegrotats: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/avcacademic/publications2#aegrotats  

 Academic Progress: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/academic-progress (including restrictions and non-
engagement) 

 Dates and deadlines: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/dates  

 Faculty Current Students site: www.victoria.ac.nz/fad/faculty-administration/current-students 

 Grades: http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/progress/grades 

 Resolving academic issues: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/avcacademic/publications2#grievances 

 Special passes: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/avcacademic/publications2#specialpass  

 Statutes and policies including the Student Conduct Statute: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/policy  

 Student support: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/viclife/studentservice  

 Students with disabilities: www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/disability  

 Student Charter: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/viclife/student-charter  

 Student Contract: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/admisenrol/enrol/studentcontract  

 Turnitin: www.cad.vuw.ac.nz/wiki/index.php/Turnitin  

 University structure: www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about 

 VUWSA: www.vuwsa.org.nz 
 

Class Rep name and contact details: 

STUDENT FEEDBACK 

http://www.cad.vuw.ac.nz/feedback/feedback_display.php
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/plagiarism
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/avcacademic/publications2#aegrotats
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/academic-progress
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/dates
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/fad/faculty-administration/current-students
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/progress/grades
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/avcacademic/publications2#grievances
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/avcacademic/publications2#specialpass
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/policy
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/viclife/studentservice
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/disability
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/viclife/student-charter
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/admisenrol/enrol/studentcontract
http://www.cad.vuw.ac.nz/wiki/index.php/Turnitin
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about
http://www.vuwsa.org.nz/

