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   Auckland  23 October to 30 October 2012
  The Auckland University School of Architecture & Engineering

   Wellington  23 October to 3 November 2012
  The Victoria University School of Architecture

  Christchurch 23 October to 6 November 2012
  The Polytechnic Institute of Technology

  Palmerston North 2 November to 15 November 2012
  Palmerston North City Library
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In a world where information moves at the 
speed of light, it seems our way of life is try-
ing to emulate the pace set by technology. 
We spend our time spending it. We live for 
the day but much too rarely look back at the 
past to learn how it could help us reshape our 
present. We live for tomorrow but too rarely 
take the time to think beyond the immediate 
future and consider what we could actually 
do for the world our grand-children will be 
living in. 

And then there is Architecture. It stands both 
as a tangible heritage of our past and as the 
legacy of one generation to those that 

follow. Great architecture is, by essence, sus-
tainable. But the message this exhibition is 
trying to convey is that modern Architecture 
is not only deep-rooted in the past while con-
stantly exploring new ways of re-inventing 
the future. It is also mindful of its duty to fu-
ture generations: that of sustaining our natu-
ral resources.

Modern architecture should therefore not aim 
at reflecting the way we live but what we are: 
creative beings in a natural environment.

Jean-Marc Dépierre 
Délégué Général de l’Alliance française en  
Nouvelle Zélande et aux Iles Cook         

“L’architecture est le grand livre de l’humanité, l’expression principale 
de l’homme à ses divers états de développement, soit comme force, soit 

comme intelligence.” Victor Hugo

The New Zealand Institute of Archi-
tects (NZIA) is pleased to support the  
Alliance Française in bringing the  
Architecture = Sustainable Exhibition & 
Conferences to New Zealand. This is a  
welcome and timely opportunity to present, 
to both professional and public audiences, 
the work of leading French architects en-

gaged in designing sustainable projects in 
urban settings. The NZIA congratulates the  
Alliance Française on its organisation of the 
touring exhibition and its associated lecture 
series.  

Beverley McRae 
Chief Executive, New Zealand Institute of  
Architects Incorporated             

Architecture has always been an important 
feature of French culture and instrumental 
in spreading its influence abroad. A few pio-
neering architects are to be thanked for that. 
Indeed, artists such as Salomon de Brosse 
and Pierre Lescot helped promote and define 
French architecture during the Renaissance. 
Designing and subsequently renovating the 
Palace of Versailles developed the talents 
of major architects such as Louis le Vau, 
Charles Perrault, Robert de Cotte and Rich-
ard Mique. The 19th century was also a peri-
od of renewal during which Henri Labrouste, 
Viollet-le-Duc and Victor Baltard operated, 
helping make Paris the great capital it is 
today. More contemporarily, people such as 
Robert Mallet-Stevens, Jean Renaudier, Le 
Corbusier and Jean Nouvel (who designed 
the Quai Branly Museum) have been instru-
mental in defining modern architecture and 
are still considered as architectural referenc-
es throughout the world. 

Indications of the special place architecture 
holds in the country can also be found in the 
leading role of the Academy of Architecture, 
founded in 1671 and the first of its kind in the 
whole of Europe, and now part of the Acadé-
mie des Beaux-Arts, or Academy of Fine Arts. 
France also has a great number of schools of 
architecture, making it an esteemed and dy-
namic discipline. 

Other institutions such as the Pavillon de 

l’Arsenal have insisted on adopting an  
educational stance on architecture, making it  
accessible to everyone, at a time when 
urban issues are at the heart of people’s  
preoccupations. 

Discussions on how to promote an eco-friendly 
architecture adapting to the geographical 
context in which it is developed have been 
at the core of architectural debates in recent 
years. Efforts have been made to link hous-
ing and science so as to account for both the 
well-being of individuals and the sustain-
ability of societies. Environmental preoccu-
pations are now crucially central to these 
questions. 

In this regard, the cultural section of the  
Embassy of France in Wellington is particularly 
proud to have contributed to the organisation 
of the exhibition ‘Architecture=Sustainable’ 
through the joint presentation of public semi-
nars by French and New Zealand scientists 
carrying out collaborative research in the 
areas of renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency in buildings within the framework of 
the France New Zealand Science Coopera-
tion Programme Dumont d’Urville. 

We hope the event turns out to be as produc-
tive and innovative as possible, and most of 
all, we hope you enjoy it!

H.E. Francis Etienne
French Ambassador to New Zealand



The Architecture=Sustainable exhibition will give you an insight into top architecture projects 
in the Paris area, with famous architects conveying their understanding of architecture with the 
aim of achieving sustainable building.

Using 30 projects, the exhibition presents current and future measures and solutions to be  
applied at various levels.  The 7 analytical criteria used to deconstruct these projects are based 
on the 80 European examples which are also presented in this exhibition.

Urbanization, material and spatial concepts, implementation, morphology, systems and  
performance allow visitors to gain an understanding of global environmental issues which 
places technical plans into an urban context taking the crowded city as its starting point for 
new projects.

On the occasion of the exhibitions, a series of seminars with French and New Zealand 
Architects and scientists will be held to discuss the vision of sustainable construction 
and architecture in both countries.    
This will include:

Sustainable Architecture 
Edouard François  French architect

 
Alumnus of the Ecole Nationale des Beaux-Arts in Paris and the 
Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées, Edouard François has been 
an architect and urban planner since 1986. He established his own  
architectural, urban planning, and design studio in 1998. His career 
was launched with various projects,  including “The Building that 
Grows” in Montpellier (2000) and the “Flower Tower” in Paris (2004).

Edouard François has taught in schools around the world, including the Architectural Association in  
London, the Ecole Spéciale d’Architecture in Paris and the Design Academy in Eindhoven. His work can 
be found in the permanent collections of the Pompidou Centre and the FRAC Centre, and has been 
regularly exhibited internationally,  including the Canadian Centre for Architecture in Montreal, the  
Guggenheim Museum in New York, the Victoria & Albert Museum in London,  and the Venice  
Architecture Biennale. His work has also been exhibited in Germany, Belgium, Lebanon, India, Brazil, 
and China. In 2011,  Edouard François was elected Creator of the Year and the Royal Institute of British  
Architects also named him an honorary member for his contribution to international architecture (Int. 
Fellow RIBA). In 2012, he was named Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres by the French Minister of Culture.

The architecture of Edouard François reflects the tendencies of contemporary society. Sustainable  
development, the utilization of local materials and services, and the preservation and enhancement of 
existing buildings are all recurrent themes in his work.

They are expressed through strong and unexpected proposals that still remain rooted in their context.Auckland  23 October to 30 October 2012
   The Auckland University School of Architecture & Engineering

Wellington  23 October to 3 November 2012
   The Victoria University School of Architecture

Christchurch  23 October to 6 November 2012
   The Polytechnic Institute of Technology

Palmerston North 2 November to 15 November 2012
   Palmerston North City Library

« To take environmental issues into account is a 
fantastic way of renewing Architecture. It is an 

opportunity to explore new technical and aesthetic 
means and to redefine the link with the city »

Jacques Ferrier, Architect

Architecture
=Sustainable
Exhibition & Public Seminars
23 October to 15 November 2012

Auckland  30 October   6:30pm
  The Auckland University School of Architecture & Engineering

Wellington 1 November   Drinks @ 5:30pm for 6:00pm 
  The Victoria University School of Architecture

Palmerston North 2 November   12:30pm
  Palmerston North City Library

Christchurch 3 November   6:00pm
  The Polytechnic Institute of Technology
 

Exhibition

Public Seminars



6e page : Seminars >Présentation des intervenants : Scientifiques + dates 
et lieux pour chaque ville (voir dossier de présentation + chronogramme 
+ ambassade)

Dr. Michael Donn is a Senior Lecturer in Human and Environmental Design 
at the Victoria University School of Architecture and is Director of the Centre for 
Building Performance Research within the School.

Dr. Donn has been a member of the Research team for International Energy Agency Solar Heating and 
Cooling Program Research Task 8 on solar housing; and Task 31 and 21 on Daylight Design.  He is currently 
leading the IEA SHC Daylight Working Group and leads the Architectural Integration research within the 
IEA Net Zero Energy Building research project. In recent years this has led to presentation of Masters 
classes in Daylight Simulation in the USA, France as well as New Zealand. 
Since 2008, he has led the Victoria University contribution to the BRANZ Building Energy End Use Study 
(BEES). He is sub-task leader of the Task40/Annex52 of the IEA research project on Net Zero Energy  
Buildings (started in October 2008).

Public Seminars (continued)

The Embassy of France in Wellington is proud to contribute to the organisation of the  
exhibition ‘Architecture=Sustainable’ through the joint presentation of public seminars by 
French and New Zealand scientists carrying out collaborative research in the areas of renew-
able energy and energy efficiency in buildings within the framework of the bilateral France 
New Zealand Science Cooperation Programme Dumont d’Urville.   

Auckland  30 October    6:30pm
  The Auckland University School of Architecture & Engineering

Wellington  1 November   Drinks @ 5:30pm for 6:00pm  
  The Victoria University School of Architecture

Christchurch 6 November   6:00pm
  The Polytechnic Institute of Technology
 

Dr. François Garde is a Professor and Director of the Department of 
Sustainable Construction at the Faculty of Engineering ESIROI, University of 
Reunion Island. He is also in charge of all that concerns demand side man-
agement on the campuses of the University of Reunion Island – ie energy 
savings in buildings, construction of sustainable buildings and renewable 
energy.
 

He spent 6 months in 2007 at the School of Architecture and Design in Wellington NZ to do re-
search mainly on zero energy buildings and on the elaboration of thermal standards. He is an engi-
neer graduate from the French “Grande Ecole” - Ecole Centrale de Lyon and has a MBA in company  
Management. He has also worked on a thermal standard for tertiary and residential buildings for all 
climatic zones of Reunion Island, and on several green buildings projects. He is sub-task leader of the 
Task40 Annex52 of the IEA research project on Net Zero Energy Buildings (started in October 2008).

Energy Efficient Buildings  Michael Donn & François Garde 

François’ and Michael’s PhD students  
Aurélie Lenoir and Shaan Cory from the 
University of Reunion Island and Victoria 
University of Wellington respectively will 
also participate in the talks.

Dr Justin Hodgkiss is a senior lecturer in Physical Chemistry at  
Victoria University of Wellington and a Principal Investigator in the  
MacDiarmid Institute for Advanced Materials and Nanotechnology. 
Dr Hodgkiss completed his BSc (hons) in chemistry at the University of Otago 
in 2000, and his Ph.D. as a Fulbright Scholar at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 2006. 

Following his Ph.D., Dr Hodgkiss carried out post-doctoral research in the Cavendish laboratory at the 
University of Cambridge. Dr Hodgkiss’ research program is focussed on the development of molecular 
electronic materials for low-cost printable electronics - primarily solar cells. Recently, Dr Hodgkiss has used 
ultrafast laser spectroscopy to develop a detailed understanding of the physics of photocurrent genera-
tion in polymer solar cells and elucidate how power conversion efficiencies can be markedly improved.

Lionel Hirsch, University of Bordeaux, obtained his Master degree in  
Electrical Engineering in Bordeaux in 1992, followed by a Ph.D. in Material  
Sciences in 1996. 
He joined the CNRS – French National Research Institute - in 1998 as Research  
Scientist and worked on white and blue GaN-based LEDs and on the development 
of the ion beam induced charges technique to map the collection efficiency of UV 
detectors. His current research interest is in Organic Electronics focusing on charge 

carrier transport and recombination mechanisms.  He’s also Director of the French network on organic  
electronics which gathers more than 40 laboratories in France – www.gdr-electronique-organique.fr 

Mikaël Boulic started his research career in 2005 undertaking his PhD studies 
on the Housing,  Heating and Health Study. For this doctoral project, supported 
by a Building Research Association of New Zealand (BRANZ) PhD scholarship, 
Mikael investigated the relationship between domestic heaters and the indoor 
environment of families with a child with doctor-diagnosed asthma. 

He found that replacing the unflued gas heater with a non indoor polluting heater reduced the house-
hold exposure to a harmful indoor environment. As a Research Officer at Massey University, from 2008 to 
2011, Mikael was engaged in a project on environmental benefits from a positive pressure heat recov-
ery ventilation system and he conducted part of the BRANZ funded study of new homes as part of the 
Weather-tightness, Air quality and Ventilation Engineering programme. Mikael is currently lecturing on 
Healthy Buildings at Massey University and has recently been awarded a Health Research Council of New 
Zealand Emerging Researcher First Grant to undertake a project on improving environment in schools 
using a low cost solar ventilation system. 

Robyn Phipps has degrees in Building Science and Architecture.  She spent a 
number of years in architectural practice where she found that common build-
ing practices can cause unhealthy indoor environments.  She was offered the 
opportunity to teach building technology at Massey University and has since 
completed a PhD investigating the design of healthy office buildings.  Her  
primary expertise is the design and management of warm dry and healthy  
indoor environments.  This includes ventilation of buildings, indoor air quality, 

domestic heating systems, mould prevention and removal and selection of healthy materials.  She has 
also been involved in projects looking at the broader areas of productivity with the construction sector, 
sustainable construction, energy efficiency and management, strategic health of the Quantity Survey-
ing profession, day lighting and energy efficient lighting systems.   She is currently Leader of the Built  
Environment Cluster within the School of Engineering and Advanced Technology at Massey University.

 Palmerston North 9 November  6:30 pm
   Palmerston North City Library  
 

Building Air Quality   Mikaël Boulic & Robyn Phipps  

Solar Energy  Justin Hodgkiss & Lionel Hirsch 
Wellington     25 October   Drinks @ 5:30pm for 6:00pm
   The Victoria University School of Architecture

Christchurch     1 November  6:00pm
   The Polytechnic Institute of Technology
 



Fri 02 Nov Start of the Exhibition

@ 12:30pm   Public seminar on Sustainable Architecture with Edouard François 

Fri 09 Nov   Public seminar on Building Air Quality with
@ 6:30pm   Mikaël Boulic & Robyn Phipps

Thu 16 Nov   Exhibition Closing 
Information &    Alliance Française Palmerston North
Booking:  Ph: 06 560 0749 | info@french.org.nz
 

Christchurch     The Polytechnic Institute of Technology

Palmerston North     Palmerston North City Library

Tue 23 Oct Start of the Exhibition

Thu 25 Oct  Exhibition opening and public seminar on Solar Energy with  
Drinks @ 5:30pm for 6pm  Justin Hodgkiss & Lionel Hirsch
Thu 01 Nov  Public seminar on Sustainable Architecture & Energy Efficient Buildings 
Drinks @ 5:30pm for 6pm  with Edouard François, Michael Donn & François Garde
Sat 03 Nov  Exhibition Closing

Information:  Embassy of France 
  anne-christine.roussel@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Wellington    The Victoria University School of Architecture

Exhibition & Public Seminars
23 October to 15 November 2012
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Auckland    The Auckland University School of Architecture & Engineering
Tue 23 Oct Start of the Exhibition

Tue 30 Oct  Public seminar on Sustainable Architecture & Energy Efficient Buildings 
@ 6:30pm  with Edouard François, Michael Donn & François Garde

  Exhibition Closing

Information &   Alliance Française Auckland 
Booking:  Ph: 09 376 0009 |cultural.events@alliance-francaise.co.nz

Tue 23 October Start of the Exhibition

Thu 01 Nov  Public seminar on Solar Energy with Justin Hodgkiss  
@ 6:00pm  & Lionel Hirsch
Sat 03 Nov  Public seminar on Sustainable Architecture with Edouard François 
@ 6:00pm  

Sun 04 Nov  Exhibition Closing 

Tue 06 Nov  Public seminar on Energy Efficient Buildings with Michael Donn  
@ 6:00pm  & François Garde  
Information &   Alliance Française Christchurch
Booking:  Ph: 03 365 8370 | enquiries@afchristchurch.org.nz 
 


