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Conference Schedule
                            (with abbreviated titles)
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Panel 1

11:00 -12:30


Eduard Iskhakov

 Ufa Law Institute (Russia)

“Addictive Behaviour in Russian Men’s Prisons.”

Alexander Maxwell

Victoria University, Wellington (NZ)

“Harem Fantasies and Racial Science.”

12:30-1:30am 
Lunch
Panel 2

1:30:-3:00

Aleksandr Etkind

King’s College, Cambridge (UK)

“Ethnography, Sex, and the Commune.”

Shannon Woodcock

LaTrobe, Melbourne (Australia)

“Socialist Ideology and Sexual Practice.”

3:30-3:30 
Lunch 

Panel 3

3:30-5:00

Henrietta Mondry

University of Canterbury, Christchurch (NZ)

“Vasily Rozanov and the Sexologists.”

Tatjana Buklijas

Liggins Institute, Auckland (NZ)

“Sex Differences in Early 20th Century Vienna.”

6:00 
Conference Dinner

Café Istanbul, 156 Cuba Street

Wellington Centre

Presentation abstracts 

Tatjana Buklijas – Liggins Institute, Auckland (NZ)
“The Anatomy of Sex Differences in Early Twentieth-Century Vienna.”
In 1908, Viennese anatomist Julius Tandler examined members of a Russian Orthodox sect that practised ritual castration. Tandler’s circle included Paul Kammerer, notorious for ‘neo-Lamarckian’ work on embryonic development, and Eugen Steinach, a sex hormone researcher noted for the ‘Steinach vasoligature’ operation that promised rejuvenation of the male body. While Sigmund Freud belonged to an older generation, his ideas on the ways in which (parental) environment informed (child) sexuality influenced Tandler’s work. Considering Tandler alongside these better-known names gives a fuller image of how sex differences were constructed in the early twentieth-century Vienna. In the aftermath of the First World War, Tandler moved from academia into politics and became the politician in charge of health and welfare in Vienna under Social Democratic rule. Tandler’s anatomical research influenced his urban policies. Placing castrated male bodies in a Viennese context helps connect various strands of political, social and scientific thought.
Aleksandr Etkind – King’s College, Cambridge (UK)
“Ethnography, Sex, and the Commune: The People & the Peephole in 19th century Russia”
The concept of the peasant commune (mir) is one of the most original, exotic, and beloved of Russian ideas. It was introduced in the 1840s by the Prussian visitor August Haxthausen in a probable co-authorship with the early Russian nationalists, also known as the Slavophiles. In this talk, I will present the erotic underpinnings of Haxthausen’s narrative of the commune. My argument is that these stories were not only a rhetorical device, which energized his travelogue, but that they revealed a deeper utopian construction that intertwined eroticism, politics, and “science.”

Eduard Iskhakov, Ufa Law Institute (Russian Federation)
“Addictive Behaviour Among Condemneds in Russian Men’s Prisons.”
To estimate the level of knowledge about risk of HIV infection via sexual contacts among prisoners and to explore homosexual activity among male prisoners, 485 prisoners were interviewed and assessed by prison staff. Russian legislation prohibits homosexual actions between prisoners, yet sexual activity is widespread: 15% of all prisoners engage regularly in sexual activity. While 71% of prisoners know that condoms protect from HIV infection, only 8% used condoms regularly. Knowledge about the sexual behavior of prisoners with HIV or drug addition thus remains an matter of public concern.
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Alexander Maxwell – Victoria University, Wellington (NZ)

“Harem Fantasies and Racial Science”

During the nineteenth century, Central Europeans, Western Europeans and Americans believed that Circassian women possessed extraordinary beauty. The myth of Circassian beauty has two main explanations. Firstly, so-called racial scientists proposed Circassia as a putative Aryan homeland. Secondly, the fact that women in the Ottoman slave markets frequently came from Circassia meant that Circassians featured prominently in European harem fantasies. The myth of Circassian beauty thus combines sexual fantasy with (pseudo-) scientific thinking.

Henrietta Mondry – University of Canterbury, Christchurch (NZ)

“People of the Moonlight: Vasily Rozanov and the Sexologists.”
Vasily Rozanov’s book People of Moonlight: Metaphysics of Christianity (1909/12) approaches non-normative human sexuality as it was understood at the turn of the century scientific discourses. Rozanov reworks scientific notions of anomalous sexuality borrowed from the work of such sexologists as August Forel and Richard von Krafft-Ebing into a symbiosis of science and metaphysics. By doing this he creates his own history of human sexuality and one of the most influential texts of Russian modernism.

Shannon Woodcock – LaTrobe, Melbourne (Australia)

“Socialist Ideology and Sexual Practice: Albanians reflect on Everyday Sexual Practices and State Interpellation of Proletarian Identity”
This paper traces how sexuality was reconceptualised and policed in the shift from pre-WWII Albanian society to communist Albanian society under the rule of Enver Hoxha (1946-1985). The sources for this study include legal decrees, printed journals, etiquette books, and extensive oral history interviews.  In the course of six months intensive work interviewing Albanians about everyday life under communism in 2010, it became clear that the shifts in sexuality and its place in society and the home were one of multiple measures of ideological difference between pre-war, socialist, and post-communist experiences of life.  The core of this paper rests on 40 hours of conversation with Thoma, an 85 year old Albanian who draws both explicit and subconscious links between sexual practice and the different promises and punishments of socialist and capitalist ideologies. I also draw on extensive interviews with village midwives, everyday men in villages usually stereotyped and ignored in studies of sexuality, and with older Albanians who identify their own sexuality as non-heteronormative. Thus, while this paper focuses on the specific shifts and continuations in social perceptions and institutional control of marriage, sexual practice, prostitution and divorce for the Albanian working man, it is part of a broader work on how ideological transition is performed in sexual practice in Albania.

Hosted by the Russian Programme at the University of Canterbury and
 the Antipodean East European Study Group, Victoria University
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